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1 SAMUEL INTO 2 SAMUEL OVERVIEW - LESSON 8 
 

I.  PHILISTINE INVASION OF 1010 BC CAUSED SEVERAL PROBLEMS FOR DAVID 
A.  Problems with Achish 

1.  (29.1-5) The challenge against David 
a.  Note the battle arrangement at Aphek 

1). The main forces are organized at the front 
2). Achish's secondary and his protectors, including David and his 

   men, are at the rear 
a.)  The Philistine commanders are worried at having a Hebrew 

   force at their rear 
 

b.  But Achish argues for keeping them there 
1). He states that David has proven reliable since he had been 

   with Achish 
 

2). Yet the commanders insisted that he be sent back to Ziklag 
a.)  They feared that he would attack them in the battle peak 

    to try to win favor back with Saul 
 

2.  (29.6-11) Achish yields to the commanders' objections 
a.  He tells David that he and his men must return to the Philistine areas 
b.  But he praises David for his trustworthy service 
c.  Note that Achish pays notice of God in his praises 

1). Another indication of the times, recognizing multiple gods 
 

d.  David returns south to the Philistine areas 
e.  Achish and the army move to Jezreel to confront Saul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Problems on return to Ziklag (30.1-6) 

1.  Return to Ziklag from Aphek was 75 miles, taking three days 
 

2.  On return, David and his men found Ziklag destroyed & burning 
a.  Amalekites had raided from the south, devastating the city 
b.  They took everyone away captive 
c.  Included the families of David and his men 

 
3.  David and his men cried out and wept over their losses 

a.  But the men blamed David for leaving the town and their  
   families undefended 

 

b.  They wanted to stone David for this 
 

4.  Note a first mention of David returning to his confidence in the Lord 
   to live through this 
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C.  Continued problems with his troops 
1.  (30.7-10) David takes up the chase 

a.  David requested that Abiathar, the high priest, bring the ephod 
b.  He inquired of God if he should pursue the Amalekites or not 

1). God responded that he should pursue 
2). They would successfully recover the captives 

 
c.  David immediately set out in pursuit 

1). Due to fatigue from the 3-day march to Ziklag, 200 dropped 
   out about 10 miles from Ziklag 

2). The other 400 men continued the pursuit 
 

2.  (30.11-15) The Egyptian 
a.  As they pursued, they found an Egyptian in the desert 
b.  He had been abandoned by his Amalekite master when he 

   fell ill 
c.  He agreed to lead David to the Amalekites if he promised to not 

    kill him or turn him over to his master 
 

3.  (30.16-17) Vengeance is had 
a.  When David and his men came on the Amalekites, he found them 

   celebrating their victories 
b.  The Hebrews attacked them at twilight, and killed all but 400 who escaped  

    on mounts 
 

4.  (30.18-20) The rescue 
a.  All of the men recovered their families and possessions completely 
b.  The animals and other things taken by the Amalekites became David's 

   spoils 
 

5.  (30.21-25) David institutes a new rule 
a.  Those who fought the battle returned to those who had fallen  

    out due to fatigue 
b.  The fighters didn't want to share the spoil won by victory over 

    the Amalekites                            
1). The 200 keft behind could have their women and children back 
2). But they considered them unworthy to receive the same share to 

    the spoils 
 

c.  David opposed this thinking 
1). Those that stayed with the baggage and protected it were just 

     as valued as those who actually fought 
2). Bottom line > God was the One Who gave the victory anyhow, 

   not those who fought 
3). David then established this rule as a part of Israeli military law 
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6.  (30.26-31) David's diplomacy 
a.  On return to Ziklag, David sent some of the spoils to various parts of 

   Judah                         
1). This is his own tribal areas 
2). Also the areas where David and his men had traveled among 

 
b.  This was a wise move on his part 

1). On Saul's death, his tribe would be the one to assure his 
    rise to replace Saul as king 
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These notes were originally written as I composed this study for our Faculty & Staff 
Bible Study at the local university. It is important to note that they follow the narrative 
in Old Testament Survey Series: The Books of History by James E. Smith (1995, College 
Press Publishing Company) very closely. It is the best summary I found, so it is the 
foundation for the study. In many cases, I used Dr. Smith’s words directly, sometimes 
paraphrased them for clarity, sometimes enlarged on them with other resources. Since 
I didn’t expect to publish the notes, I did not cite them at the time. It is now difficult to 
distinguish quotes from Dr. Smith, material from other resources, or what thoughts the 
Spirit gave me. Suffice to say that, if it is insightful to your spiritual growth, give all the 
glory to the Spirit, some credit to Dr. Smith, and none to me. I’m just the Spirit-led 
editor and teacher. 

   Bob Kostrubanic, November 5, 2021 


