
ABF -1 Sam Part 2 v2 Lesson 5 v3.docx Kostrubanic 6/17/2021    Page 1 

1 SAMUEL OVERVIEW - PART 2 
 

I.  I SAMUEL 
A.  Chapter 16 

1.  David's anointing 
a.  God calls Samuel to action ( 16.1-5) 

1). God tells Samuel that he should stop mourning Saul - 
   God had rejected him, and that should be accepted 
 

2). Samuel is to go to Bethlehem to anoint a new king God 
 has chosen                                      

a.)  He will be a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite 
 

3). Samuel fears that Saul will kill him as he goes 
a.)  Anointing a new king might also start a civil war as Saul reacts 
b.)  God tells him to tell Saul he goes to sacrifice 

-  Jesse and his sons will be invited to attend, as well 
-  Note that God tells Samuel to tell part of the truth to anyone 

who inquires of his intentions 
..  Not a lack of ethics to tell only a part of the truth to those 

   who have no right to know the whole truth 
 

4). As Samuel comes to Bethlehem, the leaders react with fear 
a.)  It was unusual for him to be in that area 
b.)  They likely knew of his separation from Saul 
c.)  Samuel put their fears aside by saying he had come to sacrifice 

-  The elders were invited 
-  Jesse and his sons were also invited 

 
b.  God anoints David (16.6-13) 

1). There is an abrupt jump to after the sacrifice, when it's likely that 
Samuel visited Jesse's house for the sacrificial meal 

 
2). Samuel is sizing up each of Jesse's sons as the king God has chosen 

a.)  God corrected Samuel's thought that Jesse' oldest son, Eliab, 
was the chosen one                   

-  Samuel was looking at the man's outward appearance, but 
God says that He looks at the man's heart 
 

b.)  As each succeeding son passed before Samuel, God indicated 
that He had rejected each one 

 

c.)  When Samuel asked Jesse if there were other sons, Jesse said 
that David was tending the sheep 

-  Samuel indicated they would not eat until David was brought in 
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3). David arrives 
a.)  He had a handsome appearance 
b.)  God indicated that Samuel should anoint him 
c.)  The anointing took place in front of his family 
d.)  The oil wasn't the only anointing David received 

-  From that point on, the Holy Spirit "...came mightily.." 
-  An indication that David had God's promoting Spirit from 

then on 
 

4). Samuel returned to his home 
 

2.  Saul's continued downhill slide 
a.  (vs 14) God's Holy Spirit departed from Saul 

1). He no longer had the support he needed to govern Israel 
2). God also allowed an evil spirit to influence and afflict him 

 
b.  (vs 15-23) David is chosen to soothe Saul's torments 

1). Originally, he sends for David for his musical skills (music therapy !) 
2). But he becomes so pleased with David's overall skills that he 

makes David his armor bearer 
a.)  vs 18  

-   "mighty man of valor" ==> from a family of standing 
-  "warrior" ==> probably from his animal slaying 

 
b.)  But David's initial success was in pushing the evil spirit's 

nfluence on Saul back 
 

B.  Ch 17: Saul's continued decline 
1.  The Philistine challenge  

a.  The scenario (17.1-3) 
1). The Philistines periodically thrust into Israel 
2). In this case, they had pushed well into Judah, camped between 

Socoh and Azekah  
3). The Israeli army assembled on the east edge of the Valley of Elah 

to stop them, and the Philistines assembled on the west edge 
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b.  Goliath the Philistine champion (17.4-7) 
1). Goliath was from Gath 
2). He was approximately 9' 6" tall 

a.)  Likely related to the Anakim that Joshua drove out 
b.)  The remnant settled on the Philistine plain (Josh 11.22) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3). He was heavily armored 

a.)  Helmet & shin guards were bronze 
b.)  Body armor weighed 125 lbs 
c.)  He had a javelin secured over his shoulder 
d.)  His spear was like a weaver's beam with a head weighing 15 lbs 
e.)  A shield bearer walked before him 

 
c.  Goliath's challenge (17.8-11) 

1). The Israeli army would draw up into battle formation 
2). But Goliath would challenge them to name a champion for 

single combat                                        
a.)  Whichever army's champion lost the contest would serve 

the other nation 
 

b.)  The challenge went on for 40 days  
c.)  Why would the Israeli army agree to this and not just 

attack ??                            
-  Jonathan had been bold at Michmash, why doesn't he 

attack ? 
-  Note that the Israeli army and Saul were dismayed 

..  They had forgotten God's direction about warfare 
   (Deut 20.1-4) 

..  Did God afflict them this way to pave the way for 
David's victory & God's glory ?? 
 

2.  God's answer to the Philistine dilemma 
a.  The "coincidence" of David's visit (17.12-19) 

1). A restatement of Jesse's family 
2). Jesse gives David provisions for his three brothers that 

were fighting in the Israeli army 
3). He was to visit them and bring back news of their welfare 

 
b.  David hears Goliath's challenge (17.20-30) 

1). The army flees once again before him 
2). One soldier tells David that Saul will reward the man who 

kills Goliath                             
a.)  Richly rewarded 
b.)  Will receive Saul's daughter, Michal, as wife 
c.)  His family will be free of taxes and public service 
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3). David reacts to the challenge 
a.)  He is astounded that this Goliath would challenge 

the army of the living God 
b.)  He was also interested in the reward 

 
4). David's oldest brother, Eliab, reacts to his discussion 

a.)  He falsely accuses him of leaving the sheep unattended 
b.)  He also falsely accuses him of poor intentions in watching the battle 
c.)  But David tosses these accusations aside and asks others 

to confirm the reward 
 

c.  David accepts the challenge  (17.31-40) 
1). Saul heard about David's words and summoned him 

a.)  He was concerned as he was an inexperienced youth 
b.)  David: Born ~ 1022 BC, killed Goliath 1022 BC = ~ 18 

 

2). David offered to fight Goliath as Israel's champion 
a.)  He described how he had killed a lion and a bear 

which had stolen a lamb from his father's flock 
b.)  He once again said that God would protect him against 

such an enemy of God's army 
 

3). Saul accepted David's offer and had him outfitted with his armor 
a.)  But David took it off as something he hadn't tested and 

would be a hindrance to him 
 

4). Instead, David took out his sling and chose five smooth stones from 
the brook 

 
d.  David's (and God's) victory (17.41-53) 

1). Goliath's reaction to David 
a.)  He saw that he was a youth, and was insulted 
b.)  He cursed David in  the name of his gods, and threatened 

to feed his flesh to the animals and the birds of prey 
 

Slide 

9 

Slide 

10 



ABF -1 Sam Part 2 v2 Lesson 5 v3.docx Kostrubanic 6/17/2021    Page 5 

2). David's reaction was full of authority from God 
a.)  He rightly accused Goliath of insulting Almighty God, 

and said that he had come to avenge Him of it 
 

b.)  As he advanced toward Goliath, he froze him 
by psychological warfare 
-  He named Goliath's weapons, and stated he didn't  

need such because he was the avenger of the 
God Goliath had taunted 

..  He rightly said that the battle was the Lord's 
 

-  Then he boasted that he would kill Goliath, cut off 
his head, and feed his flesh to the animals and  
the birds 

-  And the Israeli army would do the same to all 
of the Philistines 

-  Undoubtedly Goliath had never been faced with 
such bravado before 

 
3). As Goliath rose, David ran to meet him 

a.)  When he was near enough, he slung a stone straight 
to Goliath's forehead and killed him 
-  The one place where Goliath wasn't protected by 

his armor 
 

b.)  David took Goliath's sword and cut off his head with it 
 

4). The armies react 
a.)  The Philistines flee their positions 
b.)  The Israelis pursue them to Ekron and Gath, about seven 

miles                         
-  The path is littered with Philistine bodies 
-  They then return to plunder the Philistine camps 

 
3.  Conclusion 

a.  (vs 54) David stows the remnants of the battle 
1). He takes the head to Jerusalem as evidence of their 

salvation from the Philistines 
2). This serves as a testament to God's battling for 

the Israelites 
 

3). He stows Goliath's weapons in his tent 
a.)  Later we find out that he put Goliath's sword in the  

tabernacle (1 Sam 21.9) 
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b.  A potential dilemma (17.55-58) 
1). Saul asks whose son David is, and Abner doesn't know 

a.)  How can this be, since David served Saul as his 
musician and armor bearer ? 

 

b.)  A few plausible solutions 
-  It's not stated how long David was away from 

court, so had he matured considerably ? 
-  Saul was disturbed when David played, so it 

might be that he didn't retain David's features 
-  David's serving Saul in court may have occurred 

after the Goliath incident 
 

2). Finally, note the question asked 
a.)  It wasn't not recognizing David that's the issue 
b.)  Saul asked who his father is because his family would be freed 

of obligations like taxes, military service, government service 
 

C.  Recap of 1 Samuel thus far 
1.  Ch's 1-7 > Judgeship of Samuel (Chart downward spiral under Judges) 

a.  Last days of the judgeship government 
 

 

b.  Failures of Eli and his priest sons 
c.  Samuel arrives as combined prophet & judge 
d.  Concludes with Samuel's prayer to God 

for victory over the Philistines (~ 1085 BC) 
 

2.  Ch's 8-12 > Interaction between Samuel and Saul 
a.  Saul is selected by God in response to the 

people's clamor for a king 
b.  Saul is anointed privately & publicly by Samuel   (~1043 BC) 
c.  Saul gains military leadership and is then accepted 

by the people 
d.  Samuel then leaves his position in a brilliant 

farewell address 
 

3.  Ch's 13-14 > Saul's inabilities to be true king 
 

4.  Ch 15 > Saul's sins 
a.  Failure to obliterate the Amalekites & their king 
b.  Saul's cover up that the animals were saved to sacrifice 

to God 
c.  God rejects Saul 

 
5.  Ch 16 > David's rise as the coming king 

a.  David is anointed as God's choice 
b.  God's Holy Spirit departs from Saul 
c.  David is chosen as Saul's soothing musician 
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6.  Ch 17 > David's emergence as leader 
a.  Victory over Goliath in God's Name and power, only 

 
D.  Overview of Chapters 18-27 

1.  A changing of leadership 
a.  David's fortunes rise 

1). He proved to be an able leader 
 

b.  Saul continues to falter and fail 
 

2.  These chapters move David and Saul's relationship 
Through four phases                  

a.  David as a member of the court 
b.  David as a fugitive 
c.  David as an outlaw 
d.  David as a mercenary 

 
E.  David in Saul's court 

1.  David enters King Saul's court 
a.  He did not allow David to return home 
b.  David becomes recognized nationally 

 
2.  Jonathan befriends David (18.1-4) 

a.  After David killed Goliath, Jonathan saw himself in David 
1). Jonathan had shown fierce faith in God at Michmash, 

now sees the same in David 
2). He became so tied to David that he gave him his armor 
3). They formed a genuine bond as though true brothers 

 
b.  Some have alleged this was a homosexual relationship 

1). Refuted by ... 
a.)  Both men were married and had children 
b.)  David's becoming allured by the sight of Bathsheba 

bathing on the rooftop 
 

3.  The nation's worship of David 
a.  18.5: David "prospered" 

1). Heb word means to act wisely leading to success 
2). He continued to be successful in battle with the Philistines, 

doing whatever Saul wanted 
3). This a testimony to David's faith in God, Whom he trusted 

to guide his endeavors 
4). As a result, Saul put him in as a commander of troops 

a.)  Note that, at this point, Saul was impressed with David 
and put him in a position of trust 
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b.  vs 6-9: Jealousy takes over Saul 
1). As Saul, David and the armies returned from killing 

Philistines, women hailed their victories 
a.)  Note that they came from all the cities - nationwide 
b.)  They extolled Saul for killing thousands, and David 

for killing ten thousands 
 

2). Saul was frightened by this comparison by the people 
a.)  He reasoned that, if this is what they compared David 

to him, then what stopped him from taking over Israel 
b.)  From that point on, he treated David with suspicion 

 
c.  vs 10-11: Saul's confused frustration 

1). Note that  God did send an evil spirit to trouble Saul 
a.)  Saul was guilty of a repeatedly rebellious attitude 

-  The evil spirit was God's instrument of judgement against Saul 
-  The same was the case of Abimelech and Shechem 

..  The son of Gideon who stirred the men of Schechem 
to kill his half brothers 

..  Jdg 9.23 
 

b.)  Not all instances of trouble befalling man should be 
considered to be such a judgement 

-  Note the case of Job 
-  (Jn 9.1-3) from Jesus 

 
2). The evil spirit caused Saul to be raving in his house 

a.)  David was  playing the harp to soothe him 
b.)  Sitting with a spear in hand, he hurled it at David to 

kill him                             
-  We can wonder what God had done to set such  

a dangerous event against his anointed king 
-  But this is a good example of the first steps of God 

David to become the king needed to successfully 
lead the Israelites 
 

d.  vs 12-16: Saul's fear of David grows 
1). He says that God is with David, and knows that God has 

departed from him 
 

2). To get David out of his presence, Saul further promotes 
him to command a thousand men 

 

3). David continued to prosper before the people, which increased 
Saul's dread of him 
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4.  The love of Michal for David 
a.  (18.17-19) Saul's attempt to give his daughter to David 

1). It was promised that the slayer of Goliath would have 
Saul's daughter for his wife 

 

2). Saul offered his older daughter, Merab, to David 
a.)  His condition was that David continue to battle Philistines 
b.)  His hope was that David would die in battle 

 
3). David feels that being the king's son-in-law was above 

his station 
 

4). The day David and Merab were to be married, Saul suddenly  
gave her to Adriel the Meholathite 

a.)  Resident of Abel-Meholah > Jordan plain, upper part 
b.)  This was likely done as an insult to David 
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These notes were originally written as I composed this study for our Faculty & Staff 
Bible Study at the local university. It is important to note that they follow the narrative 
in Old Testament Survey Series: The Books of History by James E. Smith (1995, College 
Press Publishing Company) very closely. It is the best summary I found, so it is the 
foundation for the study. In many cases, I used Dr. Smith’s words directly, sometimes 
paraphrased them for clarity, sometimes enlarged on them with other resources. Since 
I didn’t expect to publish the notes, I did not cite them at the time. It is now difficult to 
distinguish quotes from Dr. Smith, material from other resources, or what thoughts the 
Spirit gave me. Suffice to say that, if it is insightful to your spiritual growth, give all the 
glory to the Spirit, some credit to Dr. Smith, and none to me. I’m just the Spirit-led 
editor and teacher. 

   Bob Kostrubanic, November 5, 2021 


