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1 SAMUEL OVERVIEW – LESSON 3 

 
I.  I SAMUEL 

A.  Recap (hand out Books of Samuel chart) 
1.  Ch's 1-7 > Judgeship of Samuel 

a.  Last days of the judgeship government 
b.  Failures of Eli and his priest sons 
c.  Samuel arrives as combined prophet & judge 
d.  Concludes with Samuel's prayer to God 

for victory over the Philistines (~ 1085 BC) 
 

2.  Ch's 8-12 > Interaction between Samuel and Saul 
a.  Saul is selected by God in response to the 

people's clamor for a king 
b.  Saul is anointed privately & publicly by Samuel (~1043 BC) 
c.  Saul gains military leadership and is then accepted by the people 
d.  Samuel then leaves his position in a brilliant farewell address 

 
B.  Chapters 8-12 

1.  Chapter 8 - Israel demands a King  
a.  (8.1-3) Samuel's error 

1). Samuel appointed his sons as judges 
a.)  Note - "when he was old" 
b.)  Likely he was trying to make the judgeship hereditary 

 
2). His sons were not like him 

a.)  They took bribes 
b.)  They made unjust judgements 

 
b.  (8.4-6) The elders react 

1). They were against how his sons were acting > good 
 

2). They wanted Samuel to appoint a king over them > questionable 
a.)  Note that God had previously said that they would have kings 

-  (Gen 17.16, 35.11) 
-  Moses' instructions included him (Deut 17.14-20) 

 
b.)  Samuel took this as a slam against his leadership and  

went to the Lord about it 
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c.  (8.7-9) God instructed Samuel to comply 
1). He said to listen to the people's request 

a.)  They were not rebelling against Samuel's leadership 
b.)  This was another instance of their long spiritual rebellion against God's  

sovereignty 
 

2). But first, he was to describe the consequences they 
will face if they have kings 

 
d.  (8.10-18) The consequences 

1). Five things they could expect from a king over them 
a.)  Conscription for military service 
b.)  Seizure of private property 
c.)  A labor tax (vs 12, 16) 
d.)  Impressing persons into royal service 
e.)  Ten percent taxation 

 
2). Bottom line > everyone becomes a servant of the crown ! 

a.)  The Israelites would cry to the Lord for relief, and He would not answer 
 

e.  (8.19-22) The people override Samuel's advice 
1). Note vs 20: "...that we also may be like all the nations..." 

a.)  They stubbornly refused the Lord's authority and advice ! 
b.)  Is Israel still in this mode ??! 

 
2). Samuel related their answer to the Lord, who again said he 

should go ahead with appointing a king 
 

3). Samuel dismissed the assembly of elders back to their villages 
 

2.  Chapter 9-10: Saul is selected 
a.  (9.1-2) Saul is described 

1). Name means "the one asked for, requested" 
 

2). Came from the Benjaminite tribe 
a.)  Smallest of the tribes 
b.)  Good compromise, as the other tribes would not feel a rivalry 

 
3). Came from a prominent family 

a.)  Shown by the genealogy listing 
b.)  His father, Kish, was a "...man of valor" 

-  Indicates someone of wealth and influence 
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4). Outstanding physical attributes 
a.)  Handsome 
b.)  Tallest man among the people 

-  Favorable to them, as drawings and monuments of the time 
show kings as taller than subjects 
 

b.  Saul is met  
1). The search for his father's donkeys 

a.)  (9.3-10) Loss of the donkeys 
-  Saul and his servant searched through many central Palestine areas 
-  He became concerned that their absence would concern his father, 

and proposed returning without the donkeys 
 

-  The servant suggested they get the advice of a local seer 
..  A man of God 
..  Noted for his accurate predictions 
..  The only thing they had left for an "interview fee" was a quarter 

of a silver shekel (no coins yet) 
 

b.)  (9.11-14) They headed into Ramah, Samuel's city 
-  They meet some women outside drawing water 

..  They advise them that Samuel will go up to the high place 
to officiate at a sacrificial dinner 

 

..  They must intercept him on the way, for they weren't invited 
to the dinner 

 
-  As they proceed, they run into Samuel 

 
2). (9.15-17) God's prior revelation to Samuel 

a.)  "revealed" = "uncover the ear" 
 

b.)  God indicated that Samuel would meet a Benjaminite the next day 
-  He was to be anointed prince over all of Israel 
-  He would be charged with saving Israel from the Philistines 

 
c.)  When Saul approached Samuel, God confirmed that this 

is the man of whom He spoke 
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3). (9.18-21) Saul encounters Samuel 
a.)  Saul inquired of where Samuel might be found 

-  Samuel made himself known 
-  He invited Saul to be his guest at the high place 
-  Before Saul could mention the donkeys, Samuel told him they 

had been found 
 

b.)  Samuel's cryptic questions 
-  “To whom is all the desire of Israel ? " > Saul as king 
-  "Is it not to you and to all the house of your father ?” > He would 

        be honored 
 

c.)  vs 21: Saul wondered at the inference of honor 
-  Benjamin was the smallest tribe 
-  His family's standing within Benjamin was small 

 
4). (9.22-25) The celebratory feast 

a.)  Samuel had invited about 30 men, not including Saul 
 

b.)  Saul was given the choice position, & meal portion 
-  Samuel indicated that his attendance had been anticipated 
-  The honor was his 

 
c.)  Samuel later prepared him for the coming announcement 

 
c.  Saul's 1st anointing 

1). (9.26-10.1) The private anointing 
a.)  Saul's servant is sent on ahead 
b.)  Saul is anointed with oil and told he will be king over Judah 

 
2). (10.2 - 7) He is then given instructions for actions to take 

     > confirm his anointing is from God 
 

a.)  He would encounter two men by Rachel's tomb 
-  They would tell him the donkeys had been found 
-  They would also say his father is worried about his absence 

 
b.)  He would meet three men at the oak of Tabor 

-  They would be on the way to sacrifice at Bethel with various 
items to sacrifice 

-  One of them would give him two of the three loaves he has 
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c.)  He would meet three prophets at the Philistine garrison 
      Heb Gibeath-haelohim = Hill of God 

-  They were coming back from worshipping God, and were 
prophesying and singing His praises 

 

-  Saul would be overcome by God's Spirit, and prophesy  
with them 

 
d.)  He was afterward to do what the occasion requires 

-  Likely to drive out the Philistines, since that was the 
desired purpose of the king being appointed 

 
3). (10.8-9) Saul to wait on God's blessing 

a.)  Samuel would meet him at Gilgal after seven days 
b.)  He would offer sacrifices, and then tell Saul what to do 
c.)  As Saul left, God changed his heart 

 
4). (10.10-13) Saul's public change 

a.)  The prophesied events took place as Samuel predicted 
b.)  People marveled at the drastic change in Saul 

-  An indication that God makes the prophet 
 

5). (10.14-16) Questions at home 
a.)  Saul's uncle questioned him about his absence 

-  Likely Abner, future general of Judah's army 
 

b.)  Saul related their visit to Samuel 
-  When his uncle wanted to know what Samuel said, 

Saul said that the donkey's had been found 
-  He told him nothing about the anointing and the kingdom 
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d.  Saul Publicly Presented 
1). Samuel orders the Israelite leaders to assemble at Mizpah (10.17-19) 

a.)  He reminded them all that God had done for Israel 
 

b.)  Then he told them that they were rejecting God by 
  demanding a king                             
-  An incredible decision - the desire to be led by an earthly 

rather than the King of Heaven 
 

-  Yet many Christians do that today 
..  Walk the aisle, dedicate their life 
..  Then follow society's leadership to time spent in 

earthly pursuits, family interests, positions, even sin, but 
no efforts for the Lord's interests 
 

c.)  (vs 19a) Is this not what America has done to God ?? 
 

d.)  They were ordered to present themselves before God  
in order by tribes and clans                          

-  This wasn't a political convention 
-  It was a solemn gathering before the Lord 

 
2). Samuel oversees choosing the king by lot (10.20-22) 

a.)  Common process in those days to make key decisions 
-  Believed God would guide the process to His will 

 
b.)  The process settled on the man 

-  Tribe Benjamin > Clan Matrite > Saul son of Kish 
-  But he couldn't be found present 
-  God indicated that he was hiding by the baggage ! 

 
3). Saul is brought forth (10.23-24) 

a.)  The leaders found him and brought him out 
 

b.)  Samuel pointed out his kingly appearance 
-  Per the ancient oriental expectations 
-  He stood head & shoulders above all of those around 

..  The could see that he "qualified" to be king 

..  So they acclaimed him with "Long live the king !" 
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4). (10.25) Samuel explains the ordinances of the kingdom 
a.)  Basically the constitutional, spiritual and historical 

basis for the new monarchy 
 

b.)  These were written in a scroll & placed before the Lord 
-  Likely placed in a shrine, or maybe by the Ark 
-  Established that these words had divine authority 

 

-  Also established that the monarchy was still a part 
of the Lord's covenant with Abraham and Israel 

 
c.)  Note the pronouncement of Jacob on his sons 

-  Gen 49.10 
"         The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
         Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
         Until Shiloh comes" 
 

-  While the kingship was now established as predicted, 
Saul would not be able to hold onto it ! 

 
-  Why did God then choose Saul ? 

..  Hosea 13.11 
"         I gave you a king in My anger 
         And took him away in My wrath". 

 

-- Refers to both Saul and the kingship over 
its existence 

 
..  The people wanted a king like the pagans, so 

God gave them one like the pagans ?? 
 

-- Note again what God said the king would do in 1 Sam 8 
 

-  Five things they could expect from a king over them 
.. Conscription for military service 
.. Seizure of private property 
.. A labor tax (vs 12, 16) 
.. Impressing persons into royal service 
.. Ten percent taxation 

 

-- Saul would eventually develop these practices 
over the people, and the negative characteristics  
that go with them 
 

d.)  Samuel then dismissed the leaders to their own homes 
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5). The conclusion (10.26-27) 
a.)  Saul went to his own house in Gibeah 

-  Apparently a number of brave men decided 
to become his body guard 

 
b.)  However, not everyone was for Saul 

-  Described as "worthless" (NASB ESV), 
"trouble makers" (NIV), "wicked" (HCSB, NRSV) 
..  Really two Hebrew words translated to one 
..  "sons of Belial" > worthless, personified wickedness 

 
-  Refusing to bring a present to the king would have been 

regarded as almost rebellion 
 

-  But Saul ignored this insult... probably for the moment 
 

3.  Chapter 11-God's choice of Saul confirmed 
a.  The challenge (11.1-2) 

1). Saul's 1st challenge came from the Ammonites, not the Philistines 
a.)  Located east of Gilead 
b.)  Descendants of Lot, so Israelites cousins 

 
2). Besieged the Gaddite outpost of Jabesh-gilead 

a.)  Jabesh 
-  7 mi E of Jordan River 
-  22 mi S of Sea of Galilee, 28 mi NE of Shechem 
-  Same town that did not send men to conquer the 

Benjamites decades earlier                    
..  Had 400 of their virgins to marry many of the remaining 

Benjamanites to prevent the tribe's disappearance 
..  Saul is a Benjamite 

 
b.)  Men of Jabesh were willing to be subjects of the Ammonites 

-  Ammonite king Nahash had one condition 
..  Jabesh men would allow their right eye to be gouged out 
..  He stated it would be meant as a "reproach" > shaming 
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3). An incredibly confident decision (11.3) 
a.)  The Jabeshites asked for a 7-day reprieve to see if anyone 

else in Israel could come to their rescue 
-  What happened to dependence on God for support ? 

 
b.)  Nahash was so confident in his might that he allowed it 

-  Probably assumed Saul didn't have an army to wage against him 
-  Would spare him seige costs 

 
4). Israel answers the call (11.4-7) 

a.)  The Jabeshite messengers went first to Saul's Gibeah 
 

b.)  The people were in anguish over the news 
-  Not much confidence in Samuel, Saul or the Lord ! 

 

c.)  Saul was returning from the field when he heard the tumult 
-  The monarchy hadn't yet assumed any official trappings 

..  Saul's opposition had not yet formed itself, maybe because 
of this 

-  So he was doing his regular work 
 

d.)  God's Spirit came upon him, and he became intensely angered 
-  He cut up his oxen and sent the pieces by messengers 

throughout Israel                          
..  Similar to the Levite who sent pieces of his slain concubine 

throughout Israel to demand justice 
 

-  The message was that anyone who didn't answer the call to  
arms with Saul & Samuel would have his own oxen so cut up 
..  Note that Saul added Samuel's name  
-- Maybe recognizing Samuel's prophetic authority from God ? 
-- Maybe insecurity in his own authority 

 
e.)  The people reacted as one man 

-  They were filed with "dread" or "fear" of the Lord 
-  Not the same fear as in awe of the Lord, but real fear of 

danger that God inspired in them 
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b.  The rescue 
1). (vs 8) 30,000 men responded from Judah & 300,000 

from the other tribes                       
a.)  They assembled at Bezek, 29 miles SW of Shechem 

 
2). (vs 9-10) Saul sends word of coming relief 

a.)  The messengers were to return with the promise that 
the army would be there the following day 

 

b.)  The Jabeshites told Nahash that they would surrender 
to him the next day & he could do what he wanted 

-  This likely lulled him into relaxing any military standing 
 

c.)  (vs 11) The attack 
-  The Israelite forces advanced during the night 
-  Saul arranged them into three groups, like a pincers 
-  They attacked the Ammonite camp during the morning 

watch (2-6 AM) 
-  Their defeat was so thorough that the Ammonites were  

scattered so no two were together 
 

c.  Saul is acclaimed (vs 12-15) 
1). Imagine the amazement and relief of the people 

a.)  Before this, they had been unorganized and at the 
mercy of their enemies (they had rejected God's leadership) 

 

b.)  Now were led by a man with brilliant strategy to victory ! 
 

2). They were now convinced that Saul was right to be king 
a.)  They came to Samuel demanding death for those who 

had opposed him before 
 

b.)  Saul stopped them and said this was a time for celebration 
-  God had led them 
-  Not a time for retaliation 

 
c.)  Samuel agreed 

-  He called for a return to Gilgal 
-  There they would reaffirm Saul and worship God with sacrifices 
-  Note that "all" the men rejoiced  
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4.  Samuel's Address to Israel 
a.  Chapter 12 = his departing speech as judge 

1). He is stepping down as judge, but not as prophet 
2). His speech is punctuated by responses from the people 
3). There is also a manifestation of God as a theophany 

 
b.  Samuel's preliminary character statement about himself (12.1-5) 

1). He establishes that he is unaware of having done any 
wrong doing or crime against anyone in Israel in his leadership 

a.)  He appointed a king, as they asked him to 
b.)  He noted how old he was 

-  He had served all of his life 
-  It appeared time for him to cease to be the judge 

 
c.)  His sons are "with you" > not able to succeed him 
d.)  He then challenged them to come forward if he had 

done any wrong to any of them 
 

2). The people all agree to these statements 
3). Samuel points out that God is the witness to this 

a.)  (vs 5) "... you have found nothing in my hand.." 
-  Further, he has not taken any ill-gotten gains 

 
c.  Then Samuel relates God's support for Israel (vs 6-12) 

1). Samuel reiterated the many acts God did for the people 
a.)  He raised up Moses & Aaron to bring out of the 

oppressions of Egypt to settle in Canaan 
 

-  Moses was unwilling by himself - God incited him to it 
-  Aaron wasn't much of a leader - God incited him 
-  Pharoah wasn't bending - God pushed him into it 
-  God led the people and guided them, protecting them 
-  Bottom line: Israel wouldn't be a nation in a bountiful 

country if it weren't for God's mercy & grace 
 

b.)  Then Israel began the cycle of sinning, God bringing oppressors, 
Israel crying out for relief, and God sending a judge to relieve them 
-  Heb letters forming Bedan similar to Barak 
-  The fact that God interceded for them multiple times highlights 

His concern for them 
-  Bottom line: To obey God was to gain prosperity & safety, 

to disobey and ignore God's will brought loss and danger 
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2). Finally, the oppression by the Ammonite king Nahash caused Israel 
to cry out for a king                                

a.)  Note vs 11b connection to vs 12b 
 
"...delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around,  
      so that you lived in security." (11b) 
 
"...No, but a king shall reign over us..."  (12b) 
 

b.)  This was particularly insulting to God, Who was their king 
c.)  The history that Samuel rehearsed showed that God was 

reliably supportive, even when they sinned against Him 
d.)  Yet they insisted on being like the pagan nations around them 
e.)  Bottom line: Their move was unnecessary and illogical 

 
d.  The challenge to Israel (12.13-18) 

1). God had given them what they asked for in a king 
a.)  He reminded them that national obedience brings 

blessings...He would continue that if they obey Him 
 

b.)  This did not remove their obligation to obey God's will 
-  Disobedience would once again bring oppression 
-  Having a king did not remove their allegiance to God 

 
2). Samuel called God for a sign to underscore the gravity 

of the situation                           
a.)  A sign was needed to show them two things 

-  Their request for a king was evil & wrongfully motivated 
-  They needed to continue to hold God in awe 

 
b.)  He called on God to send rain and thunder 

-  He called attention to the fact it was harvest time 
-  It rarely rained during harvest season 
-  Therefore, the sign was taken as intended ... 

displeasure from God at  having to appoint a king 
 

c.)  The people were fearfully affected by this act of God 
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e.  Samuel's final comments (12.19-25) 
1). The people once again were fearful for their lives 

a.)  They realized the enormity of their sin against God 
b.)  They pleaded with Samuel to intercede with God 

-  He assured them that they would have God's favor 
if they obeyed Him 

-  His Name and character were bound up in His 
people, His love and interest were for them 

 
c.)  He urged them to avoid evil temptations and follow 

God's commandments 
 

2). Samuel now bowed out of his Judge's role 
a.)  He would continue to serve as prophet under the monarchy 

-  He would pray for them 
-  He would give them instruction 

 
b.)  He concluded by once again reminding them of God's 

pattern of obedience and blessing 
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These notes were originally written as I composed this study for our Faculty & Staff 
Bible Study at the local university. It is important to note that they follow the narrative 
in Old Testament Survey Series: The Books of History by James E. Smith (1995, College 
Press Publishing Company) very closely. It is the best summary I found, so it is the 
foundation for the study. In many cases, I used Dr. Smith’s words directly, sometimes 
paraphrased them for clarity, sometimes enlarged on them with other resources. Since 
I didn’t expect to publish the notes, I did not cite them at the time. It is now difficult to 
distinguish quotes from Dr. Smith, material from other resources, or what thoughts the 
Spirit gave me. Suffice to say that, if it is insightful to your spiritual growth, give all the 
glory to the Spirit, some credit to Dr. Smith, and none to me. I’m just the Spirit-led 
editor and teacher. 

   Bob Kostrubanic, November 5, 2021 


