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Ephesians 

(25) Husbands, Love Your Wives 

 

Eph.5:25-33  ESV (emphasis added) 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her,  
26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word,  
27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  
28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself.  
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church,  
30 because we are members of his body.  
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.”  
32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  
33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband. 
 

Husbands, Love Your Wives… 
 

What is the command to husbands? 5:25, 28; Gen.2:24; Col.3:19; IPet.3:7 

              

What kind of ‘standard’ is this?  Gal.1:4, 2:20; IPet.1:18-21; Rev.1:5 

              

What else does Christ do for His bride, the Church? 5:26  Husbands? Jn.17:17-19; IPet.1:23 

              

What is His purpose for His bride? 5:27; Col.1:22; Jude 24; Eph.1:4; IThess.5:23; Rev.21:27    

              

How does this apply to husbands? 5:28, 31, 33; Gen.2:21-24; ICor.13:5 

              

What further clarity is given in 5:29? 5:31; Prov.11:17; Isa.40:11  

              

And why does Christ nourish/cherish the Church? 5:30, 1:23; Rom.12:5; ICor.12:12-27  

              

What is the command based on the members of His body? 5:31; Gen.2:24; Mk.10:7-8  

              

And what is the summary truth here? 5:32, 6:19; Col.2:2; ITim.3:16; Rev.19:7-8   

              

So what is the concluding application to husbands and wives? 5:33, 25, 28; IPet.3:1-7   
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Husbands, Love Your Wives… 
 

What is the command to husbands? 5:25, 28; Gen.2:24; Col.3:19; IPet.3:7 

 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her!   

What kind of ‘standard’ is this?  Gal.1:4, 2:20; IPet.1:18-21; Rev.1:5 

 ‘as Christ loved the Church’ is the highest standard possible! Willing to die for his wife!  

What else does Christ do for His bride, the Church? 5:26  Husbands? Jn.17:17-19; IPet.1:23 

 He sanctifies her, by washing of water with the Word. The Word of God is central…  

What is His purpose for His bride? 5:27; Col.1:22; Jude 24; Eph.1:4; IThess.5:23; Rev.21:27    

 To present the Church to Himself, splendid, no spot, no wrinkles, Holy, no blemishes!!  

How does this apply to husbands? 5:28, 31, 33; Gen.2:21-24; ICor.13:5 

 In the same way! Husbands should love their wives as their own bodies; as himself!!   

What further clarity is given in 5:29? 5:31; Prov.11:17; Isa.40:11  

 No one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does Church  

And why does Christ nourish/cherish the Church? 5:30, 1:23; Rom.12:5; ICor.12:12-27  

 Because we are members of His body! So He cares for His body, the Church, His bride!  

What is the command based on the members of His body? 5:31; Gen.2:24; Mk.10:7-8  

 A man should leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife. They become one flesh  

And what is the summary truth here? 5:32, 6:19; Col.2:2; ITim.3:16; Rev.19:7-8   

 The husband-wife relationship is a profound mystery! It refers to Christ and the Church!!  

So what is the concluding application to husbands and wives? 5:33, 25, 28; IPet.3:1-7   

 Husbands, Love your wife as himself. Let the wife see that she respects her husband.  

 


