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The Tabernacle 

(15) The Foundation of Redemption 

 

Ex 30:11-16 

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12  "When you take the census of the people of Israel, 

then each shall give a ransom for his life to the Lord when you number them, that 

there be no plague among them when you number them. 13 Each one who is 

numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the 

sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the Lord. 

14 Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, 

shall give the Lord's offering. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall 

not give less, than the half shekel, when you give the Lord's offering to make 

atonement for your lives. 16 You shall take the atonement money from the people 

of Israel and shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring 

the people of Israel to remembrance before the Lord, so as to make atonement for 

your lives."   ESV 

Ex 38:25-27 

25 The silver from those of the congregation who were recorded was a hundred 

talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary: 26 a beka a head (that 

is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the 

records, from twenty years old and upward, for 603,550 men. 27 The hundred 

talents of silver were for casting the bases of the sanctuary and the bases of the 

veil; a hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent a base.   ESV 

 

The Foundation of the Tabernacle…Ex.30:11-16 

 

What was the material used for the foundation (bases) of the Tabernacle? Ex.28:25-27 

              

Who gave this silver offering (census) to the Lord? Ex.38:25-26, 30:11-14  Comment? 

              

Where had the (slave) Jews obtained all this silver? Ex.11:1-3, 12:33-36; Ps.105:37-38 

              

What did the silver represent for the people? Ex.30:15-16 

              

But what does the silver symbolic ‘atonement’ point to? Lev.17:11 

              

So, what is the symbolic foundation of the whole tabernacle? IPet.1:18-19 

              

How does Paul also ‘update’ the foundation of our salvation? ICor.3:11; see Heb.9:11-12 

              

How do believers today bring their ½ shekel to the Lord? Eph.2:8-10 

              

How was this ‘gifting’ also seen for the Jews bringing their ½ shekel? Ex.11:1-3 
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The Foundation of the Tabernacle…Ex.30:11-16 

 

What was the material used for the foundation (bases) of the Tabernacle? Ex.28:25-27 

 The material was cast silver. 100 bases of 1 talent (~100 lbs.) of silver each,  ~5 tons!    

Who gave this silver offering (census) to the Lord? Ex.38:25-26, 30:11-14  Comment? 

 All the men, 20 years old and up, 603,550, gave ½ shekel (~1/5 oz). No more, no less.   

Where had the (slave) Jews obtained all this silver? Ex.11:1-3, 12:33-36; Ps.105:37-38 

 This was their plunder from Egypt. Commanded by the Lord. Given to them by Him!  

What did the silver represent for the people? Ex.30:15-16 

 The silver was atonement (a covering or pardon) for their sins. Note Ex.30:16.   

But what does the silver symbolic ‘atonement’ point to? Lev.17:11 

 The blood on the altar makes atonement for your soul! Silver points to the blood!   

So, what is the symbolic foundation of the whole tabernacle? IPet.1:18-19 

 It stands on the blood on the altar! Which all points to Christ’s redemption for us!      

How does Paul also ‘update’ the foundation of our salvation? ICor.3:11; see Heb.9:11-12 

 There can be no other true foundation than Jesus Christ according to His shed blood.  

How do believers today bring their ½ shekel to the Lord? Eph.2:8-10 

 We come to Him with faith. No works, nothing we did, do, or will do. It’s His Gift to us!  

How was this ‘gifting’ also seen for the Jews bringing their ½ shekel? Ex.11:1-3 

 Their silver was a gift from the Lord; not anything they earned or deserved. His Gift!  


