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LESSONS FROM MATTHEW: POINTS TO GROWING DISCIPLES 
 

A.  BACKGROUND (PART 1) 
[See notes for Part 1, separate] 
 

B.  KEY POINTS FOR A DISCIPLE TO LEARN IN THESE CONDITIONS   (PART 2) 
1.  TOOLS: How to be effective as a disciple 

a.  (Matt 17.14-18) Failure of disciples to heal the epileptic son 
1.)  Jesus and His inner circle returned to the other nine to find 

a crowd gathered around them 
2.)  A man had brought his epileptic son to them for healing, but 

they had not been able to bring it about 
3.)  Jesus rebuked the disciples and the entire crowd for their lack of faith 
4.)  He then healed the boy 

a.)  Note that the boy's father had brought him to Jesus, addressing 
Him as Lord and kneeling before Him > Faith 
 

b.  (19-20) Jesus explained why they didn't drive the demon out 
1.)  Jesus said it was the "littleness" of their faith, unbelief 

a.)  Gk ol-ig-op-istos 
b.)  Very specific word for trusting too little 

 
2.)  Compare this with what He said about other situations of faith 

a.)  The centurion and his paralyzed servant (Matt 8.6-10)  
b.)  The Canaanite woman with a demon-possessed daughter 

 (Matt 15.22-28)  
 

c.  DISCIPLES: Avoid a lack of faith, failure to seek Lord's direction 
1.)  A hallmark of Jesus' earthly ministry 

a.)  Faith in the Father to have support to do His will 
b.)  Constant contact with the Father through prayer 
c.)  Dependency on the Holy Spirit to carry this out continually 

 
2.)  He operated from Faith, Prayer, & Promise 
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2.  BOUNDARIES: Act within existing earthly authority 
a.  (Matt 17:24-27) => Jesus paid His taxes 

1.)  Two drachma tax > Two denarii tax 
a.)  Temple tax on every male 20 and over 
b.)  Two days' wages/year 

2.)  Apparently neither Peter nor Jesus had paid the tax yet 
 

b.  As the King/Creator He owed no one ... it's all His 
1.)  He also asked Peter if king's sons should be taxed 
2.)  His meaning was that the disciples should not owe to the 

King's Temple, just as the King didn't 
 

c.  But He wished to avoid a confrontation 
1.)  There would be no sense in making an issue over such a small 

situation 
2.)  So He instructed Peter to return to being a fisherman 

a.)  Peter caught a fish with exactly the right tax amount in 
its mouth for the two of them 

d.  DISCIPLES: Act within the legitimate authority 
1.)  Important to show you must work within the existing authority to 

   assure your message gets heard 
  

2.)  That authority must not be requesting something contrary to God's will 
 

3.  ATTITUDE: Need to think and act with humility 
a.  (Matt 18.1-6) Question raised of who is greatest in Kingdom of Heaven 

1.)  The disciples still though Jesus was bringing in an earthly kingdom 
2.)  They were pondering what official positions they might have 

 
b.  Jesus used a child as an example lesson 

1.)  Child had no rights under the Jewish Law 
2.)  Greatness is not based on works or words 
3.)  Greatness is based on the humility of spirit 

 
c.  Jesus told them that they needed to change their thinking drastically 

1.)  Goal is not to think about kingdom position 
a.)  God's goal is for the disciple is earthly service toward people 
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2.)  The humility of a child needs to be regarded in two ways 
a.)  Jesus pointed to the humility OF a child as the level of humility 

needed                             
..  In those days, a child was humble because they were not  

regarded with any status 
 

b.)  Jesus was also pointing to the REGARD for a child as the 
level of humility needed                  
..  Because they were not regarded with any status, and the 

reaction you would get from others for treating them well 
..  Jesus emphasized this by saying a person would be 

regarded in line with how they treated a child 
 

4.  ACTIONS: Avoid being offenders 
a.  (Matt 18.7-10) World's full of stumbling blocks to the Truth 
b.  Disciples must be very careful not to be the source of such offenses 

1.)  Calls for reexamination of ourselves, cut out anything that causes 
  problems from within 
  
 

2.)  Not that we can be a stumbling block to someone else - or 
to ourselves 
 

5.  ACTIONS: Discipline must be upheld within disciples 
a.  (Matt 18.15-20) Offenses must not remain to become stumbling blocks 

1.)  Jesus had spoken about stumbling blocks ... now He addresses what 
to do if sins occur among the disciples 

2.)  Critical to avoid dissension building and rendering discipleship ineffective 
 

b.  Order of dealing with the sin of one against another 
1.)  The two with the problem should try to reconcile it between them 
2.)  Try again with two or three witnesses 

a.)  Follows OT precedent, e.g. Deut 19.15 
3.)  Bring it up in front of the entire assembly 
4.)  Treat the recalcitrant as an outsider 

 
c.  God's support for such deliberations (vss 18-20) 

1.)  If they gathered as an assembly in His Name, he would 
guide them and support their decisions 

a.)  "...in His Name" > following His will is implied 
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6.  ACTIONS: Forgiveness must be available 
a.  (Matt 18.21-35) Is there an upper limit on forgiving ? 

1.)  The failure of the first slave to forgive the second slave showed 
God's reaction to the failure to forgive 

a.)  Disciples have been forgiven much more than they could ever 
repay 

b.)  The action should be to likewise forgive others in large measure 
 

b.  Prevailing standards of the time 
1.)  Rabbinic said 3 times 

 
c.  ( vs 35) Jesus' answer indicated there should be no limit 

1.)  Willingness to forgive as many times as is necessary is the key 
2.)  A hard answer, but consider the culture to be created 

a.)  Disciplinary process already given for hard cases 
b.)  Disciples can't be walking on egg-shells => focus on prospects 
c.)  Devil's trick = sowing dissension & watch it grow 

 
7.  ACTIONS: Avoid divorce as a road block to effective discipleship growth 

a.  (Matt 19.1-12) Divorce is not in God's Plan 
b.  Wrong except for marital unfaithfulness 

1.)  Many viewpoints on the narrowness or breadth of this definition 
 

c.  Bottom line => it reeks havoc throughout the disciples' camp ! 
1.)  God's original intent for marriage was that it remain permanent 

into death of a partner 
 

8.  ATTITUDE: Remember the grounds for gaining the kingdom 
a.  (Matt 19.13-15) => Hindering of children from coming to Jesus 

1.)  The disciples apparently forgot what Jesus said earlier about 
valuing children 

2.)  They were back to operating off the cultural bias regarding a child 
as having no status at all 
 

b.  Bottom line... 
1.)    Anyone coming to the Lord in faith gains the kingdom  

 
c.  To disciples: Don't create unnecessary conditions ! 
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9.  ATTITUDE: The proper regard of riches 
a.  (Matt 19.16-26) The rich young man wanting eternal life 
b.  Note Jesus' advice for a rich person desiring to be a disciple (vs 21) 

1.)  He was to sell his riches and give them to the poor 
a.)  = Using his earthly treasure to help those on earth,  

    gain heavenly treasure 
  

b.)  This would indicate a considerable change in attitude to 
how God regards material wealth vs. service to mankind 
 

2.)  Then become Jesus' disciple 
a.)  Shows heart intent right re. proper view of earthly 

   vs. heavenly riches 
  
 

c.  Note also the difficulty riches pose to the would-be disciple 
1.)  (vs 23) Riches pose a really boggy hurdle to get over 

a.)  (vs 24) The eye of the needle is Gk rhaphidos = sewing needle, 
not a gate within a gate 
 

2.)  (vs 26) Trusting God to deal with it is the success factor 
             (salvation comes only through God) 
  
 

10.  TRUST: There will be a reward for faithful disciples 
a.  (Matt 19.27- 30)  Peter's concern, having left everything 

1.)  Peter was probably reacting this way in the light of ... 
a.)  The real-world challenges of the ministry 
b.)  The character challenges of the ministry 

 
2.)  Jesus assures the faithful disciple of abundant reward at His return 
3.)  (vs 30) Again, the caution to put service of others as your focus 

 
b.  Matt 20.1-16 => Parable of the landowner 

1.)  Owner decided who would get what pay 
2.)  God sovereignly will decide who gains what rewards 
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11.  CAUTION: Don't fall to ambition 
a.  (Matt 20.20-28) James/John's mother's request for privilege 

1.)  She wanted the two of her sons to have key privileged 
positions when Jesus' kingdom came about 

2.)  They mistakenly agreed that they could suffer and earn these, 
as He would 
 

b.  (vs 23) Rather, the Father decides on the rewards and positions of authority 
1.)  Being ambitious will have no positive effect on this 

 
c.  (vs 26-28) Jesus instructs His disciples on the principle of leadership 

1.)  Service to others is the purpose of disciples on earth 
2.)  Jesus was the perfect Example of this... follow Him 

 
C.  CONCLUSION 

1.  Disciples of Jesus have two views to maintain 
a.  # 1 - The view of God's sovereign will operating in the world 

1.)  The seven parables showing  
a.)  the mixture of good and evil 
b.)  the growth of evil vs. the growth of good 
c.)  Jesus' return applying justice 
d.)  The need for faith in this while continuing to work 

 
b.  # 2 - Disciples are expected to operate under disciplined 

               guidelines to be successful in this battleground 
  

1.)  (list above) 
2.)  Crucial to follow example of Jesus while on earth ... 

a.)  Constant communication with God via prayer, checking in 
b.)  Having faith in our efforts for Him 
c.)  Dependence on the Holy Spirit to keep us on the right path 

 
 
 


