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(7) The extent of God's judgment  

 

 

 

 

But what about those who are 'morally good'?…2:1-4 

 

Paul, having pronounced 'without excuse' on especially the heathen, now turns to whom? 2:1 

 Those who are morally "above" the 1:24-28 description. The self-proclaimed righteous.  

To this highly 'moral' group, what is Paul's first argument? vs.2 

 For you to pass judgment you must know of God's truth (Chap.1).  Know the truth.   

And admittedly knowing the truth, what's his next conclusion? vs.3 

 Knowing the truth, judging others, yet doing the same things… doubly guilty.   

How does Jesus compare the two types of people? Luke 18:9-14; Mt.7:1-3 

 He showed the absolute rejection of the proud. Only a truly humble spirit is accepted.  

What results because the Lord does not judge immediately? vs.4; Hos.11:1-8 

 We presume on His grace and mercy. Don't repent. Like Israel and it breaks His heart…  

And according to verse 4, what is the ultimate purpose of God's tolerance of sin? 

 It is to bring us to repentance. To acknowledge our guilt, plead for His mercy.   

 

 

 

The consequences for ignoring His forbearance…2:5-11 

 

What does God require of men?  Micah 6:6-8; IIPet.3:9 

 To do what's right, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him, ie repent.     

And what happens when this loving forbearance of God is rejected? 2:5 

 We store up God's wrath against us for the final judgment day, His righteous judgment.  

How will God's judgment be based? vs.6; Ps.62:12; Prov.24:12; IICor.5:10 

 Judgment is according to our works. Salvation is according to our faith, Eph.2:8-10   

What is absolutely true about any persons works? Lu.6:43-45 

 The redeemed will bear good fruit, and the lost will bear only corrupt fruit.    

The good fruit comes out of salvation by faith. What's the result? vs.7 

 Doing good works, seeking glory, honor, and immortality, He gives eternal life.   

And what about those whose works are evil, Jew and Gentile? vs.8 

 Selfish, truth rejecters, He will give wrath and anger, trouble and distress.    

Glory, honor, and peace goes to whom? vs.10  Why? vs.11 

 This goes to all who do good (works), Jew or Gentile, because God has no favoritism.  

Why is this passage such good news in Paul's letter? 

 It's the first glimmer of hope in his universal condemnation of everyone! Some escape!!  

 


