
  

  Romans 

(45) Getting along 

 

 

 

Dietary disagreements in the Church…14:1-5 
 

List some of the 'backgrounds' found in the true church. 

 Jews, Gentiles, raised with religious rules, raised with no rules, rich, poor, educated, etc…  

And in scriptural terms, what two categories are there? 14:1; 15:1 

 1) Those who are weak in the faith and 2) those who are strong in the faith, mature.   

In view of this diversity, what is to be our trademark? Eph.4:1-3; Col.3:14; Jn.13:34-35 

 We are to forbear with one another. Give up our 'rights'. Keep the unity of the Spirit.  

What is his first command and to whom is it given? 14:1  see ICor.8:7-9 

 Given to the mature believer. Accept the weak brother without judging disputable issues.   

Why would this command be given to the strong or mature believers? 

 These are the ones who should understand. Longer walk with the Lord.    

And what was the particular 'disputable' spiritual issue in the church at Rome? vs.2 

 Dietary issues. One eats anything. One eats only vegetables. But both are saved, by grace.  

What was happening? vs.3  Col.2:16-17 

 Mutual judgment of each other! One looked down, the other condemns.    

What is Paul's 'leveling' statement? vs.4 

 Who are you (both) to judge Christ's servant? Christ will make each one "stand".   

 

 

Understanding Who is in charge…14:6-12 
 

What was another obvious issue in the church at Rome? vs.5a  Comment? 

 Disagreement on Holy days. One was restricted, one was free. Likely converted Jew/gentile  

What is the very important guide to every single believer? vs.5b 

 Know your conscience and live to that. You'll be judged by your own standard, not others  

How is this demonstrated in verse 6? 

 Regarding one day as special, eating or not eating meat, all are accepted by the Lord.  

And the key reason for our mutual submission is what? vs.7-8 

 Life or death, it's all about our service to our Lord. He's in charge! …not us.    

What is Paul's explanation for this? What's the major point? vs.9-10 

 Christ died to become Lord of all. You're not the judge, He is! Your account, not another's  

And how is this point amplified? vs.11 

 Absolutely certain. Every knee will bow, every tongue confess to God. Everyone…   

And what is involved in this confessing to God? vs.12  ICor.3:10-15 

 Each one of us will give an account of himself to God. Gold, silver, precious stones, or …  

Any indication we're going to be doing the judging of other believers?  ICor.4:1-5 

 None whatsoever. We're all His servants. That's the whole point. Don't judge each other!  

 


