
  

 Romans 

(18) Adam, the "type" of Christ 

 

 

To illustrate righteousness in Christ, consider Adam…5:12 

 

Who does Paul now use to teach us about justification? vs.12a 

 He takes us back to the beginning, to Adam, and his (one, vs.16) fatal sin.    

What sequence of events did Adam start? vs.12b 

 His act introduced sin to the world, death came with it.       

And how did Adam's sin clearly link to all of his offspring? 5:12c   Why? 

 The death "nature" was spread to all men.  Because all sinned (in Adam).    

What does death mean? What was the first effect of his sin? Gen.3:1-7 

 Note that their "eyes were opened", had guilt, immediately. They were ashamed.   

What was the second obvious effect of sin? Gen.3:8 

 They fled from God. He sought them, but they hid from Him. Guilty conscience.   

Are these symptoms of physical death or spiritual death?  

 These are signs primarily of spiritual death, separation from God.      

Although there were specific judgments coming (3:14-19), what's obvious before this? 3:1-8 

 Judgment had already started when they physically ate the fruit. It was deadly…   

Comment on 3:22-24. How does this show the two components of death? 

 The Tree of Life was the antidote for the physical death. Seed (3:15) for the spiritual…  

 

 

The impact of the act of one man…5:13-15 

 

What is Paul emphasizing in verse 13? 

 Sin (specific) is not imputed without a law (Mosaic), but SIN (nature) was still there.  

And what is his proof of this truth? vs.14 See Gen.5 

 Death reigned from Adam to Moses. No specific don'ts given, but death was there.   

What about Eve? Is there any consequence for being "in Eve"? ITim.2:8-14 

 The Godly woman will willingly submit. 1. Adam created first  2. Eve deceived, not Adam.  

What other Scriptural example is there of the unborn being IN another? Heb.7:7-10 

 Levi, (Levitical priesthood) gave tithes to Melchizedek, IN Abraham (as unborn).   

But what is the real point in all this? Paul is really showing believers what truth? vs.15 

 Believers now bear the image of being in Christ.  Christ is the second Adam (ICor.15:45)  

 
Some object to the idea that they sinned in Adam, arguing that they not only were not there but did not 
even exist when he sinned. But by the same token, we were not physically at the crucifixion when Christ 
died, but as believers we willingly accept the truth that, by faith, we died with Him. We did not literally 
enter the grave with Christ and were not literally resurrected with Him, but by faith we are accounted to 
have been buried and raised with Him. If the principle were not true that all sinned in Adam, it would be 
impossible to make the point that all can be made righteous in Christ. (from The MacArthur New 
Testament Commentary) 


