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(15) Case closed 

 

 

 

Paul now appeals to the intellect aspect of salvation by faith…4:13-18 

 

Having proved Abraham's righteousness before circumcision, what does he address next? vs.13 

 The promise to inherit the world came by faith, before the law. It's all of faith!   

And what's his "reasoned" defense? vs.14 

 If living by the law worked then faith has no value and the promise is cancelled.   

What sober reminder does Paul give to those trusting in the Law? vs.15  Gal.3:10 

 The law, thought to bring life, really brings wrath! It's our tutor to lead us to faith…  

What is the KEY truth in verse 16? vs.16a  Eph.2:8-9 

 The promise comes through faith so that it may be clear it is all of God's grace.   

Put this truth in everyday language. 

 There is no inherent righteousness in the act of faith. It's His GRACE that saves.   

And since the promise comes through faith, what's Paul's next point? vs.16b 

 Everything is guaranteed to Jew or Gentile, of Abraham's faith. Father of all believers.  

As always Paul proves his point by what authority? vs.17-18 Gen.17:5 What is the truth here? 

 Scripture. "…father of many nations". To God, Abraham is a believers father, any nation.  

 

 

 

Abraham's works demonstrate his genuine faith…4:18-25 

 

What specific promise was the focal point of his faith? vs.18-19 

 God promised "so shall your offspring be", and both he and Sarah were past children.  

And what was his reaction? vs.20 

 His faith did not waver. His faith was strengthened and he gave glory to God!   

And what did Abraham's faith persuade him about God? vs.21 

 God had the power to do what he had promised! Not sure how, but He will do it.   

As a result of Abraham believing God would do what seemed impossible, what's next? vs.22 

 God imputed (laid to his account) righteousness! His perfect righteousness! By GRACE.  

And what important point is made about the OT Scripture? vs.23-24 

 The record of Abraham's salvation was not only for him. It's for all future "imputees".  

And what is the "impossible" truth we are to now have faith in? vs.24-25 

 That Jesus was raised from the dead. Died for our sins, raised for our justification. Gospel  

Paul has now concluded his case for salvation by faith (3:28) by using the Scriptural record of 

Abraham, the father of the Jews, of those saved by faith, Jew and Gentile. How did he do? 

 Paul has anticipated/answered every question, Jew or Gentile. Salvation has always been 

by faith, no works, no law, no circumcision. Case closed.       

 


