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(13) What about the Law? 

 

 

 

How does Faith co-exist with the Law?…3:31-4:1 

 

After eliminating the Law as our way to righteousness, what's the next question? 3:31 

 Does salvation by faith nullify (make useless) the law? Answer: Not at all, we establish it.  

How is it that our faith in Christ fulfills the Law? Gal.3:24; Rom.3:30 

 The purpose of the Law was never salvation. It is to lead us to faith in Christ. Fulfilled!  

What other way does our faith in Christ fulfill the Law? Rom.8:3-4 

 God, through Christ, condemned sin in the flesh. Law fulfilled in believer by the Spirit.  

Paul's case is complete. No salvation by works. But, to the Jew, what obstacle remains? 4:1 

 What about Abraham? Certainly this icon of Judaism refutes Paul's arguments.   

 

 

 

The justification of Abraham examined…4:2-8 

 

What commonly held belief about Abraham does Paul address in vs.2? 

 Jews (and Muslims, and…) believe Abraham was fundamentally (self) righteous.   

What other reasons are there for addressing Abraham's justification? 

 Abraham 1) real man 2) predated the Law by ~600 yrs. 3) supreme example of godliness.   

And what is Paul's first point about Abraham? vs.2  And his conclusion? 3:37 

 If Abraham was justified (saved) by works, he could boast! But not before God. (3:27)  

Before looking at Paul's proof, what is the implication of this statement? 

 Abraham, the most famous example of a godly person, was not good enough. And us??  

And what unquestioned authority does Paul use? vs.3  What does it say? 

 Scripture, Gen.15:6, Abraham believed God who then imputed righteousness to him.  

What 'human' example does Paul use next? vs.4  Comment? 

 We all understand work and wages as expected payment. This is not a gift, it's owed.  

And what's the 'spiritual' point when linked to verse 5? 

 He who trusts God, not works, is imputed (credited as a gift) with God's righteousness.  

Paul now quotes David (Ps.32:1-2). Why move from Abraham to David? 

 1. David lived under the Law  2. He was 'a man after God's own heart' 3. It's Scripture  

And what did David have to say about being righteous with God? vs.7-8 

 Blessed are they whose sins are 1. forgiven/covered 2. never imputed (accounted) to them.  

How is this (imputation) the same as Abraham?  

 Imputation is a two way exchange. 1 Our sins go to His account 2 His righteousness to ours  

From this, in your own words, how does God justly see the believer as righteous? 

               

 


