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(12) The Good News 

 

 

At last, there is Good News…3:21-24 

 

What passage does the "but now…", vs.21, link us back to? vs.19-20 

 Paul has just concluded that no flesh is justified by the law. But now, apart from the law…  

Apart (separate from) the Law, what is now revealed? vs.21, 22 

 The righteousness of God (acquired) through faith in Jesus Christ. It's His very nature.  

And to the Jew in the audience, what does Paul point out? vs.21b  1:1-7  See Gal.3:21; Jn.5:39 

 This righteousness of God is witnessed (testified to) by the Law and Prophets (all OT).  

Application: What does Scripture teach about ALL "religions"? Luke 18:9-14 

 Only two exist. The true is God's righteousness/faith, all others are self righteous/works.  

Isn't 'our' faith a 'work' of ourselves? Eph.2:8-9, IIPet.1:1; Phil.1:29; Acts3:16; Titus 3:5-7  

 No. We are given the faith to believe in Him! Of ourselves we are incapable of true faith.  

And what is the absolute truth as to why this is true? Eph.2:9; Rom.3:27; ICor.1:29-31 

 No one will stand in His presence and boast of anything. It's all of Him, to His glory.  

What does Paul underscore next, and why? 3:22b-23 

 No difference (Jew/Gentile). All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.    

And how do we appropriate this 'righteousness of God'? vs.24 

 It's freely given, by His grace, through Jesus Christ, to those who believe (in Christ).  
There is no distinction in the lost. None righteous, no not one. And there is no 

distinction in the saved. All are perfect, having the righteousness of God! 

 

The details of God's Righteousness…3:25-30 

 

What does Paul mean by Jesus is a propitiation or atonement? vs.25a 

 Propitiation means 'to appease'. = 'mercy seat'. In NT, always speaks of a work of God.  

Why is it that only God can 'propitiate' our sin? What's the only way man can do this? ITim.2:6 

 In ourselves we can only pay eternity in hell to appease our sins. Without Him, hopeless…  

Why did God do this, from a justice standpoint? vs.25 

 To demonstrate His forbearance, 'over looking' of prior sins. His longsuffering…    

And also to demonstrate what at this present time? vs.26 

 To demonstrate His justice. He is just and the justifier of those who have faith in Jesus.  

Now, what is the inescapable conclusion from this passage of Scripture? vs.27 

 Where is our contribution? What can we possibly boast of? All of Him. NO BOASTING  

And what is the basis of all this? Keeping the (any) law? vs.27, 28 

 NO! Believers are justified (made righteous) by faith, totally apart from any law keeping.  

And what is the difference between Jew and Gentile? Different God? Different Gospel? vs.29-30 

 Jew and Gentile alike are justified by the same faith. One God, One faith, One Gospel.  

 

 


