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(10) The conclusion for everyone  

 

 

The tough question and the tougher answer…3:9-10 

 

What question is (anticipated) next? vs.9   and the answer? 

 Are "we" any better? Absolutely not! This is the logical question after 3:1-8    

The debated question is, to whom does the "we" refer. Comments? 

 It seems most logical that Paul now refers to the believers at Rome, with himself, "we…"  

Why would this be the logical progression of the passage? 

 He addressed pagans (Gentiles), all Jews. But Christians say "aren't we different"?   

What is (still) behind this kind of thinking amongst believers?  Jn.6:44 

 We just can't accept that God didn't choose us because of how wonderful we really are.  

And what is his first reminder to these believers? vs.9b 

 Paul has already completed the charge that all Jews and all Gentiles alike are under sin.  

And now what further evidence does he bring to prove all are guilty? vs.10a 

 Scripture. Vs. 10-18 are 14 charges. 1-6 are character, 7-10 talk, 11-13 conduct, 14 motive   

 

 

The first 10 of 14 charges from the voice of Scripture…3:10-14 

 

1. Character: What's the 1st charge from Scripture? vs.10 Ps.14:1  Any exceptions? Mt.5:48 

 No one is righteous (good) before God. Having a 100% righteous heart. Only Christ…  

2. In addition to being basically evil, what is the next thing? vs.11a  ICor.2:14; Eph.4:18 

 No one understands spiritual things. Clueless to solve our problem. No desire to address…  

3. In addition to being evil and clueless, what's next? vs.11b Ps.14:2-3; Jn.6:36-37, 44 

 No one, on their own, seeks after God. No one. But the Father draws, and Jesus saves.  

Why then do we continually talk of 'seeker' ministries? Rom.10:12-15 

 When the Father is drawing someone, it appears to observers that "they're" seeking God.  

4. What's the next charge of Scripture against us? vs.12a  Ps.14:2; Is.53:6  cp. Jn.14:6 

 We're all headed in the wrong direction, intentionally. Many 'ways', only One Way!   

5. What's the fifth charge? vs. vs.12b; Jn.15:6 

 We're useless, worthless (used to describe rancid milk). Dead branch, fit to be burned.  

6. What's the sixth charge? vs.12c  Mt.19:16-17  And the added point? 

 No one is good (speaking of inherent moral character). No exceptions.     

7. Talk: What is the graphic picture in the seventh charge? vs.13a  Ps.5:9  Eph.2:1; Mt.15:18-20 

 Our throats are (like) open graves! This testifies to our inward spiritual deadness.   

8. And from the throat, we move to the eighth charge, which is? vs.13b  Ps.5:9 

 Tongues that all practice deceit (lying). The lies come from a dead and corrupt heart.  

9. And from the tongue to the lips, what is the next charge? vs.13c  Ps.140:3 

 The lips conceal the venom of a viper. Exact picture of a real viper.     

10. And the final charge re our words is what? vs.14  Ps.10:7 

 The mouth is full (our words) of cursing and bitterness.  Out of the heart come…   


