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The background of the book 

 

 

Who is the author of the book of Romans? 1:1  ITim.1:12-15  To whom does he write? 1:7 

 The Apostle Paul is the author and he writes to all beloved of God in Rome, called saints.  

What was the makeup of the saints in Rome? 2:17, 4:1; 11:13, 1:13 

 Multiple groups of believers, mostly Gentile but mixed with Jews as well.    

How had these believers been converted? 15:20; Acts 2:10; Rom.16 

 Clearly not by direct ministry of anyone in Rome. Some/Pentecost, others from Paul (16).  

Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? 16:1 

 Likely at Cenchrea, eastern harbor of Corinth.        

What was the timing of the letter? Acts. 20:3, 16; Rom.15:22-26 

 Paul was making his trip to Jerusalem w/love gift. Likely early spring of AD 57 or AD 58.  

What is the major purpose for Paul to write this book? 1:15 (cp. Jude 3);  also 1:13 

 Paul was eager to preach the gospel to them. The letter also reveals his plan to visit them.  

What is another key purpose for the book? 11:33-36 

 It is a defense and a vindication of God's nature and plan for saving people. 3:4   

 

 

The importance of the book of Romans… 

 

Romans answers many questions concerning man and God. Some of the more significant are:  

What is the good news of God? Is Jesus really God? What is God like? How can God send 

people to hell? Why do men reject God and His Son, Jesus Christ? Why are there false religions 

and idols? What is man's biggest sin? Why are there sex perversions, hatred, crime, dishonesty, 

and all the other evils in the world, and why are they so pervasive and rampant? What is the 

standard by which God condemns people? How can a person who has never heard the gospel be 

held spiritually responsible? Do Jews have a greater responsibility to believe than Gentiles? Who 

is a true Jew? Is there any spiritual advantage to being Jewish? How good is man in himself? 

How evil is man in himself?  

 

Can any person keep God's laws perfectly? How can a person know he is a sinner? How can a 

sinner be forgiven and justified by God? How is a Christian related to Abraham? What is the 

importance of Christ's death? What is the importance of His resurrection? What is the 

importance of His present life' in heaven? For whom did Christ die? Where can men find real 

peace and hope? How are all men related spiritually to Adam, and how are believers related 

spiritually to Jesus Christ? What is grace and what does it do? How are God's grace and God's 

law related? How does a person die spiritually and become reborn? What is the Christian's 

relation to sin? How important is obedience in the Christian life? Why is living a faithful 

Christian life such a struggle? How many natures does a Christian have? 
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What does the Holy Spirit do for a believer? How intimate is a Christian's relationship to God? 

Why is there suffering? Will the world ever be different? What are election and predestination? 

How can Christians pray properly? How secure is a believer's salvation? What is God's present 

plan for Israel? What is His future plan for Israel? Why and for what have the Gentiles been 

chosen by God? What is the Christian's responsibility to Jews and to Israel? What is true spiritual 

commitment? What is the Christian's relationship to the world in general, to the unsaved, to other 

Christians, and to human government? What is genuine love and how does it work? How do 

Christians deal with issues that are neither right nor wrong in themselves? What is true freedom? 

How important is unity in the church? 

 

Famous leaders, changed forever by the book of Romans: 

 Augustine, Martin Luther, John Wesley, John Calvin, William Tyndale 

 Donald Grey Barnhouse (broadcast 11 years of weekly studies of Romans) 

 

Romans quotes the OT 57 times, more than any other book of the NT. 

 

 

O long and dark the stairs I trod  

With trembling feet to find my God  

Gaining a foothold bit by bit, 

Then slipping back and losing it. 

Never progressing; striving still  

With weakening grasp and faltering will, 

Bleeding to climb to God, while he  

Serenely smiled, unnoting me. 

Then came a certain time when I  

Loosened my hold and fell thereby; 

Down to the lowest step my fall, 

As if I had not climbed at all. 

Now when I lay despairing there, 

Listen...a footfall on the stair, 

On that same stair where I afraid, 

Faltered and fell and lay dismayed. 

And lo, when hope had ceased to be, 

My God came down the stairs to me. 

  Anonymous 

 

 


