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Philippians 

(7) The Incarnation of Christ 

 
 

 

Phil 2:5-9 

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form 

of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  NASU 

 

Christ emptied Himself…2:7a 

 

Having established that Christ was, is, and will always be God, what does He do? 2:7a 

 He emptied Himself. He personally and intentionally gave up something.    

What is, for sure, something He did not ‘give up’? 2:6; Jn.8:58-59, 10:22-33, 19:7; Rev.1:4-8 

 He did not give up being God. Being God is His essence, being, ‘morphe’. Unchangeable.  

What is one crucial point surrounding this truth? Jn.8:24; ICo.15:17 

 If Christ was not God (even on the cross) then we still bear our own sins! No hope!!   

 

So, what did Christ empty Himself of? [Emptied=kenoo , nullified, emptied completely.] 

1) What does Jn.17:1-5, 24 teach He emptied Himself of? Lu.9:31-32; IIPet.1:16-18; IICor.4:4-6 

 He emptied Himself of His glory. That is, He caused it to be hidden, veiled, temporarily.  

2) What does Jn.5:30, 6:38 teach He emptied Himself of? Jn.7:28-29; Mt.26:39-44; Heb.5:8 

 He emptied Himself of independent divine authority. He submitted willingly to the Father.  

3) What does Mt.24:36 teach He emptied Himself of? cp. Jn.1:47-51 

 He emptied Himself of some of His divine attributes. Still omniscient, omnipresent…  

4) What does IICor.8:9 teach He emptied Himself of? Mt.20:28; Lk.9:58 

 He emptied Himself of His heavenly riches. And additionally He was poor in this world!  

5) What does Mt.27:46 teach He emptied Himself of? IICor.5:21 

 He emptied Himself of His unique face-to-face relationship with His heavenly Father.  

What is Paul emphasizing to believers in the context of this passage? 2:5 

 To have this attitude in yourself, which was in Christ. He gave up His ‘rights’ as God!  

How might any of these (5) areas be applied to our lives today? Eph.5:1-2 

               

 

Christ takes on another ‘morphe’, a servant…2:7b 

 

After emptying Himself, what does Christ now do? 2:7b [morphe is 100%, yet Heb.4:15] 

 He takes on the form (‘morphe’) of a servant. He now has (2) forms (‘morphe’)!   

Because He has emptied Himself (1-5 above), He can now do what? 2:7b; Heb.2:14 

 He made Himself in human likeness (homoioomati=likeness, shape). See Rom.8:3   

So now, according to the Word of God, how can we describe Jesus Christ? 

 He is 100% God, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Yet He is 100% man. Our Redeemer.  
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