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Philippians 

(15) Learning to Stand 
 

 

 

 

Phil 3:20-4:4  3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  

 

4 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should 

stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with 

each other in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow,  help these women who have contended at 

my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names 

are in the book of life.  4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!   NIV 

 

But, our citizenship is in heaven above…3:20-4:1 

 

In contrast to the false teachers, what marks the true believer? 3:20a 

 Our citizenship (our true home) is in heaven! Not in this present world system. Aliens!  

What is the blessed hope of the true believer? 3:20b; Titus 2:13; IThess.1:10; IITim.4:8 

 We are eagerly waiting for the imminent return of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

When He returns what happens to true believers? 3:21; ICor.15:50-58; IThess.4:13-18 (rapture) 

 Changed, transformed, in the twinkling of an eye, to have bodies like His. What a hope!!  

How does he want us to use this great hope? 4:1; Rom.5:1-2; ICo.15:58; Ps.27:14; Eph.6:10-17 

 Our heavenly citizenship / rapture should cause us to stand firm in the Lord.    

In summary, what does Paul teach us so far about how to stand firm in the Lord? 3:12-4:1 

               

 

Practical living ‘here below’…4:2-3 

 

What general things conspire to keep believers from standing? IJn.2:15-17; Mt.26:41; IPet.5:8 

 The world system, the flesh nature, the Devil. These (3) conspire against us.    

What was specifically happening to the church at Philippi? 4:2 

 (2) women, true servants of the Lord, were fighting with each other, tearing church apart.  

What was Paul’s heart in this matter? 4:2, 2:2-3; Rom.12:16-18; ICor.1:10; Eph.4:1-8 

 He pleaded (deeply) with them (Euodia and Syntyche) to agree with each other. Get along.  

What’s the application / lesson for us today? 

               

While acknowledging their service with him, what’s Paul’s appeal to the church? 4:3 

 Come along side them and help them get along! Mild rebuke to Elders tolerating this.  

What encouraging note does Paul give to Clement? 4:3; see Lu.10:20; Rev.20:15 

 One of the fellow workers with Paul whose names are in the Book of Life! Bravo!!   

Instead of fighting with each other, what does Paul urge them to do? 4:4; 3:1; Rom.5:2-3 

 Rejoice in the Lord! Stand firm! Discern world, flesh, devil as they wage war against you!  
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