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Parables 

(5) Hidden Treasure and Valued Pearl 
 

 

 

Matt 13:44-46 

44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, 

and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  

 

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of 

great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.  

NIV 

 

The hidden treasure and the pearl of great price …Mt.13:44-45 

 

What was the normal method for Jews of this day to ‘deposit’ their wealth? see Josh. 7:16-21 

 No banks, vaults. They would bury it in the ground and return later to retrieve it.   

But what happened if they were unable to return (death, war, eviction, etc)? 

 The treasure was ‘lost’ until/unless someone by happenstance found it. Very common!  

What is the real-world story Jesus gave here? 13:44 

 A man happens to find a buried treasure. He is overjoyed and gives everything to buy it.  

Was the man being dishonest or criminal in his action? 

 No. Rabbinic law was if treasure was found and owner was dead/unknown, it was his.  

What is the real-world story Jesus gave in 13:45? 

 A merchant searching for fine pearls, finds one of great value, gives everything to buy it.  

 

The spiritual truth illustrated by these (2) parables…Mt.13:44-45 

 

In the physical world we purchase w/money. In the spiritual, what’s required? Jn.3:16-18, 8:24 

 In the spiritual, the currency is faith! John 8:24 clearly states, ‘unless you believe…’.  

How much is required to “buy” (Is.55:1-3) salvation? Rom.3:10, 23, 5:12, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9-11 

 Surrender everything! Pride, personal good works, past life, and humbly ask Him…!  

How did Jesus describe the prospects of becoming part of the kingdom? Mt.7:7, 13-14 

 The gate is small, the way is narrow, few there are that genuinely find it. Note verse 7.  

So in the spiritual realm, what’s the priceless treasure/pearl? Acts 9, 10; IPet.1:3-9  

 It’s the priceless Gospel. Some are not looking. Some are searching. To the few, great joy!  

In each of these (2) parables, what is one common denominator? IPet.1:4; Jn.1:1-13 

 In each something of extreme value (Gospel), is discovered. He then personally buys it.    

In summary, what do these two parables teach us? 

 One may find salvation ‘accidentally’ or after much searching, but it takes a full personal  

 commitment of ‘everything’ to buy it! It is, however, worth any price and brings true joy!  
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