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Parables 

(2) Parable of the Sower 
 

 

Matt 13:1-9 

13 That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large crowds gathered to 

Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach.  

3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 and as 

he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up.  5 "Others fell on the 

rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no 

depth of soil.  6 "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 

withered away.  7 "Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out.  8 "And 

others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.  9 "He 

who has ears, let him hear."   NASU 

 

The parable of the sower …Mt.13:1-9, 18-23; Mark 4:1-20; Lu.8:1-15 

 

How many kinds of soil are described in this parable? 13:1-9  What is represented? 

 (4) soils. Hardened, rocky, thorny, good. These represent people hearing the Word.    

How many sowers are there? How many kinds of seed? What’s the truth here? ICor.2:1-5 

 One sower, one (same) seed. The different results are due to soils, NOT what/how sown!  

 

*Road side soil: This person hears the truth but does not understand it. What happens? 13:19 

 Totally unresponsive. Hard, impenetrable heart. Satan easily removes the message.   

How does this person get this way? Prov.1:7, 14:1; IICor.4:1-4; Eph.4:17-19  see Lu.8:5 

 They’ve repeatedly resisted/rejected spiritual things. Satan removes or ‘tramples’ the seed.  

How had Jesus already described some who were this kind of soil? 13:14-15   Comment? 

 Jews who had heard/seen Jesus, yet continued to reject. They no longer are able to hear.  

Applications: These are generally self-righteous, proud, indifferent people. It’s foolishness… 

 

*Rocky soil: He has no spiritual depth. Quick motions/emotions. What happens? 13:20-21 

 It’s all temporary! When the Word requires commitment, he quickly falls away.   

How does John describe these false believers? IJn.2:18-19  ITim.5:22   Jn.6:59-71 

 These went out from us, but they were never really of us. Good imitations, for a time!  

Applications: These are often vocal, enthusiastic ‘converts’. Some churches cater to rocky soil. 

 

*Thorny soil: This person hears the truth but worldliness chokes it out. What happens? 13:22 

 The deceitfulness of wealth; cares of this life; choke it out. Never bears fruit.     

Why is the lack of fruit so important in this picture? Ps.1; Gal.5:22; Eph.2:8-10; Mt.7:15-20 

 True believers MUST bear (some) fruit! The fruit is evidence of the Holy Spirit.   

Applications: Titus 3:14 warns of becoming unfruitful; ITim.6:10 warns about love of money.  

 

*Good soil: This one hears and understands. What happens? 13:23  James 1:21-22; ICor.9:6-11 

 Seed is multiplied! Fruit bearing of 30, 60 or 100 times. This soil is rich and fertile.   

What is inherent in the fruit bearing? Gen.1:11-12 

 The fruit bears the seed to sow again! God uses our good works to spread the Word.   

Applications: Fruit: Gal.5:22-23; Heb.13:15-16; Ps.1:1-3, 92:12-14; Jn.15:1-8,16; etc… 
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