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Parables 

(11) Scandalous Grace, Part 2 
 

 

Luke 15:1-4 

Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."  

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

....  8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  

....  11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  

Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."   NIV 

 

The spiritual truths in the first two parables ... Luke 15:1-10 

 

In the 'real world' side of the first parable, who is the shepherd? 15:4  see 15:2 

              

In the 'spiritual realm', who is the Shepherd? 15:7;   Is.53:6;  Jn.10:11, 14;  Lu.19:10 

              

'In the same way...', what is the spiritual truth about the lost coin? 15:8-10 

              

What is the common spiritual theme here? Lu.19:10 

              

 

The spiritual truths in the 'prodigal son'...Luke 15:11-32 

 

From our prior study, identify the father, older, younger sons. 

              

How would you describe the life of the younger son? 15:13-14   Rom.1:21 

              

How would you describe the life of the older son? 15:25-30   Rom.2:1 

              

Neither had a relationship w/ the Father. So, what's the difference between them? Rom.3:10, 23 

              

What does 15:17-20a describe? 15:7, 10    (This cost him nothing, yet cost him everything!) 

              

What is the Father's response? 15:20, 22-24  Is.61:10; Eph.2:1-10 

              

Contrast the response of the younger to older son. 15:28-30  note: how he addresses the Father. 

              

How did Jesus later teach this same truth in another parable? Lu.18:9-14 

              

In contrast to the lost sheep, lost coin, younger son, what's missing re older son? 15:6, 9, 32 
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the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."  

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

....  8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  

....  11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  

Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."   NIV 

 

The spiritual truths in the first two parables ... Luke 15:1-10 

 

In the 'real world' side of the first parable, who is the shepherd? 15:4  see 15:2 

 The direct application of the shepherd is to the scribes / Pharisees. This they understand.  

In the 'spiritual realm', who is the Shepherd? 15:7;   Is.53:6;  Jn.10:11, 14;  Lu.19:10 

 Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The lost sheep is 'one sinner who repents'. Rejoicing / heaven.   

'In the same way...', what is the spiritual truth about the lost coin? 15:8-10 

 The Owner of the 'one sinner who repents' searches diligently. Rejoicing / heaven.    

What is the common spiritual theme here? Lu.19:10 

 That Jesus came to seek and to save what was lost. Many ways to be lost; to be found!  

 

The spiritual truths in the 'prodigal son'...Luke 15:11-32 

 

From our prior study, identify the father, older, younger sons. 

 The Father is God. Older son is the scribes/Pharisees. Younger is tax collectors/sinners.  

How would you describe the life of the younger son? 15:13-14   Rom.1:21 

 Self-centered. Despitefully treated the Father. It's a vivid picture of some sinners. You?  

How would you describe the life of the older son? 15:25-30   Rom.2:1 

 Self-centered. Despitefully treated the Father. It's a vivid picture of some sinners. You??  

Neither had a relationship w/ the Father. So, what's the difference between them? Rom.3:10, 23 

 Younger is blatant in his sin. Older is 'reserved', 'self-righteous'. Father loves them both!  

What does 15:17-20a describe? 15:7, 10    (This cost him nothing, yet cost him everything!) 

 This is repentance. Acknowledging your sin. Confessing to the Father. Ask for forgiveness.  

What is the Father's response? 15:20, 22-24  Is.61:10; Eph.2:1-10 

 Robe=restoration w/Father; Ring=authority; Sandals=position (no servant); Feast=rejoice  

Contrast the response of the younger to older son. 15:28-30  note: how he addresses the Father. 

 Instead of rejoicing w/Father, he's indignant w/Father. Repentance and grace are...?   

How did Jesus later teach this same truth in another parable? Lu.18:9-14 

 The Pharisee and tax collector. One proud, judging others; One humble, seeking Grace.  

In contrast to the lost sheep, lost coin, younger son, what's missing re older son? 15:6, 9, 32 

 The sheep, coin, younger son, were lost, then found. The older...? Lost but too proud.  

 


