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Olivet Discourse 

(9) Q & A, The Church 
 

 

 

1 Thess 4:13-18 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not 

grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 

will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive 

and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.   NASU 

 

The following has been transcribed from the 4/15/2012 class. This class was focused 

on the CHURCH element of the "End Times Chart". Please refer to "Lesson 9" in the 

"Olivet Discourse" study for more details. All of the written notes and charts as well 

as the recorded lesson can be found at www.timelesstruthfortoday.com. 

 

 Is it only the people who survive the Tribulation who enter the Millennium as humans? 

o Yes. As Tribulation survivors, absolutely everyone (Jew and Gentile) entering the 

Millennium (as humans) is saved. The Church and the OT saints will also enter 

the Millennium but will do so in resurrected and glorified bodies. 

 Is the Millennium where we see the 'new heaven and the new earth'? 

o Not the new heaven and earth described in Rev.21. That comes after the 

Millennium and the Great White Throne. However, a new heaven and new earth 

will be there during the Millennium. It's described partially in Is.65:17-25. 

 During the Millennium, is Satan still active (deceiving people)? 

o No, Satan is bound and imprisoned for the 1000 years (Rev.20:1-3). He is 

released at the end of the Millennium, quickly gathers all those unbelievers who 

have been born, and fire falls from heaven and destroys them all. (Rev.20:7-10) 

 Why the seeming conflict between "...God will bring with Him..." (IThess.4:14) and 

"...the dead in Christ will rise first..." (4:16)? It seems the sequence is out of order. 

o Verse 14 is speaking of the soul/spirits of those "who have fallen asleep in Jesus", 

that is believers who have previously died (physically). These souls/spirits will be 

resurrected (vs.17) to our glorified bodies, like His. Thus they 'come with Him' 

(souls/spirits) and are 'raised first' (into glorified bodies). 

 Is there any change for dead non-believers at the rapture? 

o No. The unsaved dead are awaiting the final judgment (Rev.20:11-15) 

 What about those who have been cremated? How can they be resurrected? 

o God is able to resurrect! He's not restricted by physical decay in any way. There 

does not seem to be any Scriptural prohibition to cremation. Some would feel that 

cremation is forbidden. They should obey that conviction but not try to impose it 

upon others. 

 What is the difference between the soul and the spirit? 

o We are a tri-part being (body, soul and spirit, IThess.5:23), made in the image of 
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God. It is very difficult to differentiate between soul and spirit. The Word of God 

is able to divide them (Heb.4:12). The soul seems to be associated with 'life' while 

the spirit is more associated with 'spiritual' things.  

 What about the OT believers? When are they resurrected? 

o We know that OT believers will participate in the Millennium (Jer.30:1-9). There 

is some disagreement about the timing of their resurrection. It may be at the 

rapture or, more likely, at the "first resurrection", Rev.20:1-6. 

 Where are the OT believer's soul/spirits now? 

o Before the crucifixion their soul/spirits were in Abraham's bosom (Paradise), 

Luke 16. We believe that when Christ ascended to heaven, He led them all 

(soul/spirit, not resurrected body) to heaven where they are now, Eph.4:8. 

 How will we recognize each other in our new glorified bodies? 

o Every evidence points to a distinct body which is recognizable. Everyone who 

knew Jesus recognized Him after the resurrection.  

 How do we explain the transfiguration? Were Moses and Elijah resurrected? 

o There is no evidence that they were in resurrected bodies. It may be similar to 

what's revealed about angels, that is that they are allowed to take on human form 

(Heb.13:2). 

 What is the Church doing in heaven for 7 years (while the tribulation is going on)? 

o In ICor.3:10-14 and IICor.5:10, Paul describes the 'bema' seat of Christ, the 

reward time for believers. This is probably one of the first things to happen, 

Rev.22:12.  

o Another thing that happens is the marriage supper of the Lamb, Rev.19:7-9. Note 

that this appears to happen immediately before the return of Christ, 19:11-16. 

Jesus is the bridegroom, the Church is the bride of Christ, and all other believers 

are the guests (including the OT believers). 

o There are likely many more things done, especially worship! 

o The Church will come with Christ and enter the Millennium in our glorified 

bodies (Rev.19:11-16). 

 If during the Millennium Satan and all the demons are bound and removed, Christ is 

reigning, and the whole Church is here in glorified bodies, and the OT saints are here as 

well, how could it be that anyone born during this time would not get saved? 

o People born in the Millennium are born into a 'perfect' environment, BUT they 

are not perfect. Salvation is a heart issue and they must repent and have saving 

faith. Romans 1 declares that we are all without excuse. It's been that way from 

the fall of Adam. Rev.20:7-10 confirms that these Millennium rebels, "...the 

number of them is like the sand of the seashore..." and under the influence of 

Satan (recently released) they attempt to destroy all believers in Jerusalem. Fire 

falls from heaven and they're all devoured.  

 

Thanks to the Discovery class for their participation and their great questions. May the Lord use 

His Word to encourage believers in these last days to be busy about His work and always 

looking up, for His return is certain, ...and soon. 

 


