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Olivet Discourse 

(4) The Church in Prophecy 
 

 

 

1 Thess 4:13-18 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not 

grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 

will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive 

and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.   NASU 

 

The fact of the Rapture 

 

How do we see the fact of (existence of) the rapture in IThess.4:13-18? 

              

What does Paul clarify about this event from ICor.15:51a? 

              

How does this (mystery) explain the 'gap' between the 69
th

 and the 70
th

 '7'?  Eph.3:1-13 

              

 

 

The timing of the Rapture 

 

What are the (3) dominant interpretations on the time when the rapture occurs? 

              

What is the basic template Jesus gave for the book of the Revelation? Rev.1:19 

              

What does Rev.3:10 clearly teach about the church and the tribulation?  

              

To whom is Rev.1-3 addressed? 1:11; 2:1; 2:8; 2:12; 2:18; 3:1; 3:7; 3:14 

              

What happens in Rev.4:1 (after discussion of the churches is complet)?  

              

Where do we see the Church next? Rev.4:2-4  see 21:12-14 

              

What happens next in heaven and on earth? Rev.6:1-2  see Mt.24:4-7  see IIThess.2:7-8 

              

As the book of the Revelation proceeds, what is increasing on the earth? 

              

What is the warning to everyone? IIPet.3:3-9 
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The fact of the Rapture 

 

How do we see the fact of (existence of) the rapture in IThess.4:13-18? 

 From 4:17, we...who remain will be caught up... where caught up -> old English "rapture"  

What does Paul clarify about this event from ICor.15:51a? 

 That this instantaneous change is a mystery. That is, a truth hidden by God, until Paul...  

How does this (mystery) explain the 'gap' between the 69
th

 and the 70
th

 '7'?  Eph.3:1-13 

 God had intentionally hidden 'the mystery of Christ'. The Church lives in the gap!   

 

 

The timing of the Rapture 

 

What are the (3) dominant interpretations on the time when the rapture occurs? 

 Pre-trib (before the 70th '7'), Mid-trib (at mid point), and Post-trib (at the end).   

What is the basic template Jesus gave for the book of the Revelation? Rev.1:19 

 Write  1) what he had seen, 1:1-18   2) what is now, Ch.2-3   3) what's after these, Ch.4-22  

What does Rev.3:10 clearly teach about the church and the tribulation?  

 The Church (3:13) is to be kept from the trial to come upon the whole world (tribulation).  

To whom is Rev.1-3 addressed? 1:11; 2:1; 2:8; 2:12; 2:18; 3:1; 3:7; 3:14 

 Clearly it is to the 7 churches and to all churches (3:22 etc). Church used 20 times; Ch.1-3  

What happens in Rev.4:1 (after discussion of the churches is complete)?  

 John is caught up (raptured). He now sees what must take place after this (after churches).  

Where do we see the Church next? Rev.4:2-4  see 21:12-14 

 Around the throne/God. 12 Elders = 12 tribes of Israel; 12 Elders = Church (12 Apostles)   

What happens next in heaven and on earth? Rev.6:1-2  see Mt.24:4-7  see IIThess.2:7-8 

 The first seal is opened; deceptive peace, then war follows. The antichrist revealed.   

As the book of the Revelation proceeds, what is increasing on the earth? 

 Trials, judgments, incredible increase in 'birth pangs'. More details on the 70
th

 '7'.   

What is the warning to everyone? IIPet.3:3-9 

 The Lord is not behind schedule! He tarries in His return to allow repentance. But...   

 


