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Gospel of John  

(8) The Testimony of John the Baptist 

 

John 1:14-23   ESV 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 ( John bore 

witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after 

me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") 16 And from his fullness we have 

all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 

at the Father's side, he has made him known.  

 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20  He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you 

Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22 So 

they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?" 23 He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." 

 

The  first testimony of John the Baptist…Jn.1:14-18 

 

What is the testimony of John the Baptist? 1:15; 3:26-36;  Mt.3:11; Lu.3:16 

              

What amazing insight does John, a Jew, relate about Jesus? 1:17; Rom.3:19-20 

              

And what startling truth does John declare? 1:18; 1:16; 14:9; Col.1:15; ITim.6:16 

              

 

More confessions of John…Jn.1:19-23 

 

Who questions John first? 1:19, 7:32; Nu.3:6-10, 18:2-4  Who sent them? 1:19, 24 

              

And what is the first question from the priests/Levites? 1:19; Acts 13:25, 19:4 

              

Why would John’s preaching be ‘offensive’ to these religious elites? Lu.18:9-14 Application? 

              

What is significant about John’s response to ‘who are you’? 1:20, 3:28-36 

              

So what is their follow-on question? 1:21  Answer? 1:21  Why Elijah? Mal.4 

              

But what’s ‘the rest of the story…’? Lu.1:8-17; Mt.17:9-13;  see Rev.11:1-14 
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The  first testimony of John the Baptist…Jn.1:14-18 

 

What is the testimony of John the Baptist? 1:15; 3:26-36;  Mt.3:11; Lu.3:16 

 He (Jesus) who comes after me ranks before me because He was (existed) before me.  

What amazing insight does John, a Jew, relate about Jesus? 1:17; Rom.3:19-20 

 The Law came through Moses and grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Amen!  

And what startling truth does John declare? 1:18; 1:16; 14:9; Col.1:15; ITim.6:16 

 Jesus is the invisible-God made visible! He who has seen the Son has seen the Father!   

 

More confessions of John…Jn.1:19-23 

 

Who questions John first? 1:19, 7:32; Nu.3:6-10, 18:2-4  Who sent them? 1:19, 24 

 The priests and Levites, Jewish ‘security police’! Sent by Pharisees, from 70 Sanhedrin.  

And what is the first question from the priests/Levites? 1:19; Acts 13:25, 19:4 

 The most important… Who are you? Implied, are you the Christ (Messiah)? Doubted!  

Why would John’s preaching be ‘offensive’ to these religious elites? Lu.18:9-14 Application? 

 John’s preaching was ‘repent’! They were self-righteous and needed no repentance!      

What is significant about John’s response to ‘who are you’? 1:20, 3:28-36 

 The multiple confirmation. Very emphatic, I am NOT the Christ! No misunderstanding!  

So what is their follow-on question? 1:21  Answer? 1:21  Why Elijah? Mal.4 

 If not the Messiah, are you Elijah? NO!  Elijah will come to Israel before Day of Lord.  

But what’s ‘the rest of the story…’? Lu.1:8-17; Mt.17:9-13;  see Rev.11:1-14 

 John the Baptist was Elijah (spirit / power of Elijah) but real Elijah is still to come!    

 

 


