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Gospel of John  

(8.31; #36) The Authority of Jesus 

 

John 8:31- 47 ESV (emphasis added) 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, 

you are truly my disciples,  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free."  33 They answered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have never 

been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?"  34 Jesus 

answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin.  35  The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.  

36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  37 I know that you are 

offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in 

you.  38  I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father." 39 They answered him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus 

said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing what Abraham 

did,  40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I 

heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.  41 You are doing what your 

father did." They said to him, "We were not born of sexual immorality. We have 

one Father—even God." 42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would 

love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he 

sent me.  

…8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. 

He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, 

for he is a liar and the father of lies. … 

 

Our father is…Jn.8:31-47 
 

What does Jesus declare to ‘Jews who had believed in Him’? 8:31; 14:15; IJn.3:24 

              

Are these ‘Jews who had believed in Him’ true believers? 8:30, 31a, 39, 42, 44, 47 

              

What does Jesus add to those who abide in Him? 8:32   Their comment? 8:33 (history??) 

              

And what is Jesus’ precise reply? 8:34; see Rom.6 

              

What’s the point re a slave and a son? 8:35-36; Gen.21:10; Gal.4:30-31;Rom.8:15; Eph.1:5 

              

What critical distinction does Jesus make re their relationship w/Abraham? 8:37-40; Rom.9:7 

              

Countering Jesus’ rebuke (8:39-41a), what do they now claim? 8:41b; 8:33! 

              

What is Jesus’ rhetorical question? 8:43, 12:39-40; Rom.3:11 

              

And what is Jesus’ piercing addition to this? 8:44; Mt.13:36-43 
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Our father is…Jn.8:31-47 
 

What does Jesus declare to ‘Jews who had believed in Him’? 8:31; 14:15; IJn.3:24 

 IF you abide (remain) in My Word, you are truly My disciples (follow-learner)!          

Are these ‘Jews who had believed in Him’ true believers? 8:30, 31a, 39, 42, 44, 47 

 Obviously not! Jesus would never say a true believer’s father is the devil; not of God!  

What does Jesus add to those who abide in Him? 8:32   Their comment? 8:33 (history??) 

 You will know the truth; the truth will set you free. Their question is ‘free from what’?  

And what is Jesus’ precise reply? 8:34; see Rom.6 

 This is the truth. Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin! Surely they understood…?  

What’s the point re a slave and a son? 8:35-36; Gen.21:10; Gal.4:30-31;Rom.8:15; Eph.1:5 

 A slave is never part of the family. The Son is forever part. If the Son sets you free…!  

What critical distinction does Jesus make re their relationship w/Abraham? 8:37-40; Rom.9:7 

 They were Abraham’s offspring (descendants) but not his children. Physical vs. spiritual     

Countering Jesus’ rebuke (8:39-41a), what do they now claim? 8:41b; 8:33! 

 We have one father (not Abraham?). Our father is God. We are His chosen people.    

What is Jesus’ rhetorical question? 8:43, 12:39-40; Rom.3:11 

 Why do you not understand what I say? It’s because you can’t bear to hear My Word!  

And what is Jesus’ piercing addition to this? 8:44; Mt.13:36-43 

 Stunning rebuke! You are really of your father, the devil! He is a liar, the father of lies!  


