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Gospel of John  

(8.1; #34) Another Trap Failure 

 

John 8:1-11  ESV 

…but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2  Early in the morning he came again to 

the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The 

scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, 

and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been 

caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 

women. So what do you say?" 6 This they said to test him, that they might have 

some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 

the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, 

"Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her."  8 And 

once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they 

went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?"  11 She said, "No one, Lord." And 

Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."]]    

 

The leadership sets a trap…Jn.8:1-11 

 

NOTE: Jn.7:53-8:11 are not included in the earliest manuscripts. Accurate but location?? 

What is the scene for this account? 8:1-2 

              

What happens in the midst of His teaching? 8:3; see Acts 4:7 

              

And what is their ‘trap’? 8:3b-5; Lev.20:10; Deut.22:22, Lu.5:20; Mt.11:19 

              

What is one glaring and obvious detail that’s missing in this episode? Lev.20:10; Deut.22:22 

              

What is clearly stated about their overall intent? 8:6a; Nu.14:22; Mt.19:3; Lu.11:53-54; 20:20 

              

What is Jesus’ (unexplained) reaction? 8:6b; The Jews response to that? 8:7a; Ps.50:16-20 

              

What is Jesus’ powerful response to their taunting? 8:7b; Rom.2:1-3, 21-25 

              

What do you think is significant re ‘…beginning with the older ones…’ who went away? 8:9 

              

When the crowd had all left, what’s Jesus’ question to the woman? 8:9-10 

              

And her revealing answer? 8:11a; ICor.12:1-3 

              

And how is this confirmed? 8:11,21-24; Jn.3:16-18;1:17 
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The leadership sets a trap…Jn.8:1-11 

 

NOTE: Jn.7:53-8:11 are not included in the earliest manuscripts. Accurate but location?? 

What is the scene for this account? 8:1-2 

 Jesus, as before, sat down in the Temple and taught all the people who came to Him.  

What happens in the midst of His teaching? 8:3; see Acts 4:7 

 The scribes/ Pharisees (Jewish spiritual leaders) brought a woman caught in adultery.  

And what is their ‘trap’? 8:3b-5; Lev.20:10; Deut.22:22, Lu.5:20; Mt.11:19 

 Putting her front and center, they tested Him. The Law demanded stoning. From Him?  

What is one glaring and obvious detail that’s missing in this episode? Lev.20:10; Deut.22:22 

 She was ‘caught in the act’, which requires a man also! Where is he? Was he part of it?  

What is clearly stated about their overall intent? 8:6a; Nu.14:22; Mt.19:3; Lu.11:53-54; 20:20 

 Clearly a trap. Grace sets her free: Breaks the Mosaic Law. Stoning breaks His grace!  

What is Jesus’ (unexplained) reaction? 8:6b; The Jews response to that? 8:7a; Ps.50:16-20 

 He bent down and wrote with His finger on the ground! Sensing victory, kept asking!  

What is Jesus’ powerful response to their taunting? 8:7b; Rom.2:1-3, 21-25 

 Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her! Wrote again.  

What do you think is significant re ‘…beginning with the older ones…’ who went away? 8:9 

 Perhaps with age comes more measured reality? Deeper recognition of ones own sins?  

When the crowd had all left, what’s Jesus’ question to the woman? 8:9-10 

 Where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you? (Note: there was a crowd…!)  

And her revealing answer? 8:11a; ICor.12:1-3 

 ‘No one, Lord’! She, unlike her accusers, recognized Him as Lord! She got saved!        

And how is this confirmed? 8:11,21-24; Jn.3:16-18;1:17 

 Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. From now on sin no more’! He is the real Judge!  
 


