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Gospel of John  

(18.19; #69) The Trial before Jews 

  

John 18:19-27 ESV 

 

19  The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 

teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world. I 

have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 

together. I have said nothing in secret.  21 Why do you ask me? Ask those 

who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said."  22 When 

he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with 

his hand, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?" 23 Jesus 

answered him, "If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but 

if what I said is right, why do you strike me?"  24  Annas then sent him 

bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  

25  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to 

him, "You also are not one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, 

"I am not." 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man 

whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with 

him?" 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.  

 

The Jewish “trial” continues…18:19-32 

 

What seems to be behind the questioning of Jesus in 18:19-21? 11:48; Lu.28:20 

              

How might you explain the events of 18:22-23? Is.50:5-7; Lu.6:28-29, 18:31-34 

              

What can be observed about John’s writing at this point? 18:24, 25-27, 28 

              

**Who is in attendance at this stage of the trial? Mt.26:57; Mark 14:53    Illegal, before sunrise 

              

What was the intent and the strategy of this illegal trial? Mk.14:55-59 

              

In His own defense against false witnesses, how does He respond to Caiphas? Mk.14:60-61a 

              

But when Caiphas asked “Are You the Christ, the Son of God?”, what’s His reply? Mk.14:61-62  

              

What is the response then from the whole council? Mk.14:63-65; Mt.26:65-68 

              

 

**Next: The Trial moves to the Gentiles… 
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him?" 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.  

 

The Jewish “trial” continues…18:19-32 

 

What seems to be behind the questioning of Jesus in 18:19-21? 11:48; Lu.28:20 

 The Jews, fearful of insurrection charge by the Romans, sought ways to condemn Jesus.   

How might you explain the events of 18:22-23? Is.50:5-7; Lu.6:28-29, 18:31-34 

 First, it’s all consistent with His teaching. Second, it’s fulfillment of Prophecy about Him.  

What can be observed about John’s writing at this point? 18:24, 25-27, 28 

 John now records Peter’s denials but skips over the Sanhedrin trial (Caiaphas) of Jesus.  

**Who is in attendance at this stage of the trial? Mt.26:57; Mark 14:53    Illegal, before sunrise 

 Caiphas, all chief priests, the elders and scribes, i.e. the Sanhedrin. Highest Jewish court!  

What was the intent and the strategy of this illegal trial? Mk.14:55-59 

 The whole council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death. But, contradicted!  

In His own defense against false witnesses, how does He respond to Caiphas? Mk.14:60-61a 

 To the high priest, Caiphas, He is silent. No argument with the witnesses or the court…  

But when Caiphas asked “Are You the Christ, the Son of God?”, what’s His reply? Mk.14:61-62  

 Jesus replies, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power…”  

What is the response then from the whole council? Mk.14:63-65; Mt.26:65-68 

 Led by Caiphas, the whole council (Sanhedrin) condemned Him to death for blasphemy!  

 

**Next: The Trial moves to the Gentiles… 

 


