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Gospel of John  

(16) You Must be Born Again 

 

John 2:23-3:8 (ESV) 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his 

name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not 

entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear 

witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.  

 

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him." 3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a 

man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 

and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6  That which is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7  Do not marvel 

that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  8  The wind blows where it wishes, 

and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

 

The Omniscient Savior…2:23-3:2 

 

After cleansing the Temple, what was obviously happening? 2:23, 20:30, 21:25 

              

What kind of ‘believed in Him’ was this? 2:24 (entrust=believed); 6:14, 26; James 2:19 

              

Does this kind of belief (faith) deceive Jesus? 2:24-25: Mt.7:21-23; Ps.139:3; Prov.15:11 

              
 

The New Birth proclaimed…3:1-3 

 

What ‘credentials’ did Nicodemus have? 3:1; Mt.15:10-14; Lu.11:38-39; see Phil:3:4-11 

              

How did Jesus feel about the Scribes/Pharisees, teachers of Israel? Mt.23:1-36 

              

Why did he come to Jesus at night? 7:45-53  Comment? 2:24-25 

              

How does Nicodemus address Jesus? 3:2  What did Nicodemus say? 3:2    Comment? 

              

What is Jesus’ startling response? 3:3, 1:12-13; Eph.2:1-10; IPet.1:23 

              

What was Nicodemus’ spiritual state? Eph.2:1-3  What is absolutely required? Ez.37:1-14 
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3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him." 3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a 

man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 

and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6  That which is born 
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So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

 

The Omniscient Savior…2:23-3:2 

 

After cleansing the Temple, what was obviously happening? 2:23, 20:30, 21:25 

 Jesus was doing other signs (miracles) & many ‘believed’ in His name when they saw it!  

What kind of ‘believed in Him’ was this? 2:24 (entrust=believed); 6:14, 26; James 2:19 

 They ‘believed in Him’ as a Prophet from God, not as Lord and Savior. A heart issue!  

Does this kind of belief (faith) deceive Jesus? 2:24-25: Mt.7:21-23; Ps.139:3; Prov.15:11 

 Of course not! He knew what was in man! Nicodemus had such a deluding belief also.  
 

The New Birth proclaimed…3:1-3 

 

What ‘credentials’ did Nicodemus have? 3:1; Mt.15:10-14; Lu.11:38-39; see Phil:3:4-11 

 He’s a Pharisee (separated ones, religious ‘authorities’) and ruler (Sanhedrin) of Jews.  

How did Jesus feel about the Scribes/Pharisees, teachers of Israel? Mt.23:1-36 

 Jesus pronounced the greatest wrath (8 woes) to these leaders! False teachers!! Now??  

Why did he come to Jesus at night? 7:45-53  Comment? 2:24-25 

 Probably didn’t want it public! The Pharisees were convinced they knew truth, 7:47-48.  

How does Nicodemus address Jesus? 3:2  What did Nicodemus say? 3:2    Comment? 

 He calls Jesus ‘Rabbi’ (Master). Statement, not question, signs show You’re from God.  

What is Jesus’ startling response? 3:3, 1:12-13; Eph.2:1-10; IPet.1:23 

 Unless you’re born again (from above) you can’t see (perceive) the Kingdom of God!   

What was Nicodemus’ spiritual state? Eph.2:1-3  What is absolutely required? Ez.37:1-14 

 He was dead in his sins. No life. Dry bones!  He needs birth from God. Ez.37:4-6!!   

 


