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Gospel of John  

(11.45; #44) The Plan to Kill Jesus 

 

John 11:45-57   ESV 

45  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 

believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 

done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, "What are we 

to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will 

believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." 

49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know 

nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die 

for the people, not that the whole nation should perish." 51 He did not say this of his own 

accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 

52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the 

region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the 

disciples.  55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country 

to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56  They were looking for Jesus and 

saying to one another as they stood in the temple, "What do you think? That he will not 

come to the feast at all?" 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if 

anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him.  

 

The reactions to the resurrection of Lazarus …John11:45-57 

 

What is the first, perhaps most important, reaction to Lazarus’ raising? 11:45, 12:17-19 

              

But… some of them (who came with Mary) instead of believing, did what? 11:46, 12:36-43 

              

What was the amazing reaction of the chief priests and Pharisees? 11:47, 12:37-38 

              

What was the leadership’s reaction? 11:47, 12:19; Mt.28:11-15; Acts 4:16-17 

              

And what was their supposed concern? 11:48; Mt.21:33-46 

              

The real question is why don’t they see/believe in Jesus? 12:37-41; Lu.16:19-31 

              

What’s the selfish declaration of Caiaphas, the high priest? 11:49-50, 7:48-49; Mt.26:64-65 

              

But contrary to his selfish plan, what does God prophesy through his words? 11:51-52 

              

So from that day on, what did the Jewish leadership do? 11:53, 57   Jesus’ response? 11:54  

              

What was the prevailing attitude of the Jewish crowds? 11:55-57, 9:22; Mt.26:57-67 
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The reactions to the resurrection of Lazarus …John11:45-57 

 

What is the first, perhaps most important, reaction to Lazarus’ raising? 11:45, 12:17-19 

 Many who had come with Mary, eyewitnesses to the resurrection, believed in Him.    

But… some of them (who came with Mary) instead of believing, did what? 11:46, 12:36-43 

 They went off to tell the Pharisees what Jesus had done! Fully aware of their hostility.         

What was the amazing reaction of the chief priests and Pharisees? 11:47, 12:37-38 

 This minority group called the whole Sanhedrin (~70) to review/plot to control Jesus!  

What was the leadership’s reaction? 11:47, 12:19; Mt.28:11-15; Acts 4:16-17 

 They understood that Jesus is performing many signs, including the raising of the dead!  

And what was their supposed concern? 11:48; Mt.21:33-46 

 If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him! Romans will come & destroy us!  

The real question is why don’t they see/believe in Jesus? 12:37-41; Lu.16:19-31  

Spiritual blind eyes! They are face to face with their Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Yet blind!  

What’s the selfish declaration of Caiaphas, the high priest? 11:49-50, 7:48-49; Mt.26:64-65 

 Only two options: Jesus dies for the people or the whole nation perishes (by Romans).  

But contrary to his selfish plan, what does God prophesy through his words? 11:51-52 

 As high priest, he speaks for God; Jesus would die for the nation and all children of God!  

So from that day on, what did the Jewish leadership do? 11:53, 57   Jesus’ response? 11:54  

 They made plans to put Jesus to death! Jesus no longer walked openly. Not yet His time!  

What was the prevailing attitude of the Jewish crowds? 11:55-57, 9:22; Mt.26:57-67 

 Great curiosity! Will Jesus even come to the feast at all in view of the orders by leaders…  

 


