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Job 

(3) Job’s trial begins 
 

 

Job 1:13-22 (NIV) 

13 One day when Job's sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's 

house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing 

nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I 

am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"  16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came 

and said, "The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!"  17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and 

said, "The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them 

off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"  18 While he 

was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, "Your sons and daughters were feasting and 

drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert 

and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only 

one who has escaped to tell you!" …22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 

The rapid-fire scene on earth…1:13-19 

 

What is the first calamity to reach Job’s ears? 1:13-15  see Eccl.9:11-12 

 Job lost all his oxen and donkeys and the servants were slaughtered by the Sabeans.   

What is the immediate second calamity? 1:16 see Lev.9:24; IIKings1:12; Rev.13:13  

 Job lost all his sheep and the servants tending them. “fire of God fell from the sky…”.  

While still reeling from this, what’s next? 1:17  see Hab.1:6 

 Job lost all his camels and the servants tending them. Servants slaughtered.    

And finally, what’s the next unbelievable calamity? 1:18-19; Prov.27:1; James 4:13-16 

 Job lost his 7 sons and 3 daughters in an instant. Only one servant escaped to tell Job.  

At this point, summarize Job’s losses. see Lu.17:27-29, 21:34-36 

 All his wealth is gone. All his children are gone. No assets, no heritage. Crushing!   

What do you notice about the timing of these events? 1:15b, 16b, 17b, 19b 

 All precisely timed to deal the hardest blow to Job! Satanically initiated. No mercy here.  

What do you notice about the variety of these events? see Eph.2:2 

 They clearly show Satan‟s capability. Over nations, men, elements, weather, this „air‟.  

 

The intense grief of Job…1:20-22 

 

What does Job do next? 1:20a  see Ezra 9:3 

 He let his grief out! Torn robe/head shaved is sign of great sorrow/grief. He was hurting.  

And what next? 1:20b  see Ezra 9:5-9 

 He fell to the ground in worship! His heart is broken, but is spirit is alive and well.   

Summarize his words in 1:21. Gen.3:19; ITim.6:7 

 I started with nothing. The Lord gave me everything, and has taken it away. Praise Him!  

What is the deep analysis of Job’s response? 1:22; 2:10 

 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing!      

What was he ‘supposed’ to do? 1:9-11; cp. 1Pet.1:7 

 When he lost everything, he would curse God to His face! Wrong! Down, but not out!  
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