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Job 

(11) Contempt for Misfortune 
 

 

 

Job 12:1-6   Then Job replied:  2 "Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!  

3 But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who does not know all these things?  

4 "I have become a laughingstock to my friends, though I called upon God and he answered —  

a mere laughingstock, though righteous and blameless!  

5 Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those whose feet are slipping.  

6 The tents of marauders are undisturbed, and those who provoke God are secure —  

those who carry their god in their hands.   NIV 

 

Job’s frustration grows and Zophar piles on …10:1 - 11:20 

 

What is Job’s state of mind at this point? 10:1, 20-22  Ps.23:4 

 He’s given up. He’s venting the bitterness of his soul. In the valley of the shadow of death.  

What does he complain about to God in 10:8-12?  Ps.119:73 

 You shaped and made me like clay. Will you now turn and destroy me? dust again?   

What is Job’s present reality? 10:18-22  Ps.39:5 

 He wonders why he was even born. Thinks he’s close to death. Please turn away/let me die.  

For believers today in such stress, what powerful promise is given? Heb.4:14-16 

 We have a Great High Priest who can sympathize with us. He has been there…   

When was Jesus at this ‘valley of the shadow of death’? Ps.22:1, 6-8, 11-18, 22-24 

 Psalm 22, the prophetic Words of Christ during the crucifixion. He knows by experience  

For Job, is there any comfort from Zophar? 11:1-6 

 Nope! He wishes God would speak and rebuke Job! So many sins even God forgot some!  

And, once again, what is the corrupt theology thrust upon Job? 11:13-19 

 Bargain with God! Put away your secret sin! Then you’ll prosper, like us!!    

But, Job, if you refuse this advice, what’s Zophar’s dire warning? 11:20 

 If you remain (in your wicked, sin laden state), there is no escape. You’ll die!    

How do we see this scene played out in our world today? 

               

 

Job’s increasingly defiant reply…12:1 – 14:22 
 

What (2) great observations does Job make about his friends? 12:1, 5 

 Obviously you (3) have all wisdom! But, men at ease (you 3) have contempt for misfortune!  

Of what does Job remind them? 12:13-13:2  Note 13:4, 5! 

 I know God is Sovereign and Almighty! But you are worthless physicians! Keep quiet!!  

In his quest to meet God in court, what does Job say, to God? 13:17-19, 20-28 

 Can anyone bring charges against me? Withdraw your hand and stop terrorizing me.  

But, finally, what great truth does Job recognize? 14:1-2, 5  James 4:14 

 Our lives are but a brief event. When God ends it, it’s done. He has no resurrection hope.  

But, for the believer today, what is our hope? IThess.4:13-18 

 Our hope is in Him! Christ Jesus will raise us up, to be forever with Him! That’s HOPE!  
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