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I Thessalonians 

(8) About the Times and Dates 

 

 

1 Thess 5:1-11 

5 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "Peace and safety," 

destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not 

escape.  

4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all 

sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us 

not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at 

night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-

controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God 

did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for 

us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one 

another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.    NIV 

 

Yes, but I want to know WHEN!…5:1-3 

 

Having just taught the WHAT of the rapture (4:8-13), what follows? 5:1; Mt.24:3, 36 

              

What is meant by ‘times and dates (epochs)’? 5:1; Dan.2:19-21; Acts 1:6-8; Lu.21:24 

              

What’s a major difference for the Rapture and Day of the Lord? 5:18;    see ‘ithess8supp’ 

              

What’s one major difference for the Rapture and the Day of the Lord? 5:13-18; Mt.24:32-41 

              

So why does Paul separate the two events (4:13-18; 5:1-3) in I Thessalonians? 5:9 

              

For the Church, the Bride of Christ, what’s the promise? 1:10, 5:4-9; Rev.3:10;  Titus 2:11-14 

              

Where do we see an example of this? Gen.19:15-22; Jude 7 

              

 

The Rapture vs. the Day of the Lord…5:1-4 

 

What is Paul’s basic teaching to the Thessalonians about the rapture? 4:16-18   

              

If the rapture was during or after the Day of the Lord, would the message be the same? 

              

What do you notice about the pronouns used in 5:1-3 regarding the Day of the Lord? 

              

What’s the contrast in 5:4-5? 
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Yes, but I want to know WHEN!…5:1-3 

 

Having just taught the WHAT of the rapture (4:8-13), what follows? 5:1; Mt.24:3, 36 

 They, like believers ever since, want to know when the ‘times and dates’ will happen.  

What is meant by ‘times and dates (epochs)’? 5:1; Dan.2:19-21; Acts 1:6-8; Lu.21:24 

 Times (chronos = calendar/clock time) and epochs (kairos = events/eras/seasons).   

What’s a major difference for the Rapture and Day of the Lord? 5:18;    see ‘ithess8supp’ 

 Rapture is joyful for believers. Day of the Lord is woe, suffering, agony. No joy there.  

What’s one major difference for the Rapture and the Day of the Lord? 5:13-18; Mt.24:32-41 

 At Rapture believers are removed from earth. At Day of the Lord unbelievers are removed.  

So why does Paul separate the two events (4:13-18; 5:1-3) in I Thessalonians? 5:9 

 Because they are separate events! First the Rapture, then comes the Day of the Lord.   

For the Church, the Bride of Christ, what’s the promise? 1:10, 5:4-9; Rev.3:10;  Titus 2:11-14 

 The Church is saved from the wrath of God (by the Rapture). This is our blessed hope!  

Where do we see an example of this? Gen.19:15-22; Jude 7 

 God’s wrath on Sodom/Gomorrah could not fall until Lot was removed. Example for us.   

 

The Rapture vs. the Day of the Lord…5:1-4 

 

What is Paul’s basic teaching to the Thessalonians about the rapture? 4:16-18   

 All ‘in Christ’ will be w/the Lord forever! Encourage/comfort each other w/these words!  

If the rapture was during or after the Day of the Lord, would the message be the same? 

 No. How could you be comforted knowing you had to go through that? God spares us…  

What do you notice about the pronouns used in 5:1-3 regarding the Day of the Lord? 

 Paul notes people (not brothers), destruction on them (not us), they will not escape…  

What’s the contrast in 5:4-5? 

 But you, brothers, are not in darkness. We don’t belong to the night or to the darkness!  

 

 


