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I Thessalonians 

(4) Receiving, Rejecting, Rejoicing 

 

 

1 Thess 2:13-20 

13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work 

in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in 

Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the 

Jews, 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are 

hostile to all men 16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. 

In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.  

17 But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of 

our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you — certainly I, 

Paul, did, again and again — but Satan stopped us. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in 

which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are 

our glory and joy.    NIV 

 

The Receivers…2:13-14a 

 

Why is Paul so thankful for the believers at Thessalonica? 2:13 

              

And what was the immediate result of accepting the Word of God? 2:14a 

              

What was the other possibility when they heard the Word of God? 2:13; 1:5 

              

Is the Gospel, the Word of God, even today seeing these two reactions?   Mt.13:18-23 

              

 

The Rejecters...2:14b-16 
 

What does Paul remember was also their fate, having believed? 2:14b; Acts 17:1-10 

              

As Paul recalls these Jews, how does he describe them? 2:15a; Acts 13:40-52; 9:1-2 

              

Contrary to what the Jews thought, how did God feel about them? 2:15b; Jn.16:1-3 

              

Additionally, Paul says they are hostile to all men (Jews/Gentiles). Why? 2:15b-16a; Mt.23:13 

              

They ‘heap up their sins to the limit’! What is the sober truth here? 2:16b; Mt.23:32; Gen.15:16 

              

 

The Rejoicers…2:17-20 

 

What does Paul reveal to these believers? 2:17-18; see Rom.1:13 

              

How does Paul really feel about them? 2:18-20; ICor.1:14; Phil.2:16-18; Rev.22:12 
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hostile to all men 16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. 

In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.  

17 But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of 

our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you — certainly I, 

Paul, did, again and again — but Satan stopped us. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in 

which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are 

our glory and joy.    NIV 

 

The Receivers…2:13-14a 

 

Why is Paul so thankful for the believers at Thessalonica? 2:13 

 Because when they heard the Word of God, they accepted it, as the Word of God!   

And what was the immediate result of accepting the Word of God? 2:14a 

 They became brothers, imitators of God’s churches (in Judea), those which are in Christ.  

What was the other possibility when they heard the Word of God? 2:13; 1:5 

 They could have dismissed it as simply the word of men. But the preaching was w/ power.  

Is the Gospel, the Word of God, even today seeing these two reactions?   Mt.13:18-23 

               

 

The Rejecters...2:14b-16 
 

What does Paul remember was also their fate, having believed? 2:14b; Acts 17:1-10 

 They suffered like the other churches, from their countrymen, & the Christ rejecting Jews.  

As Paul recalls these Jews, how does he describe them? 2:15a; Acts 13:40-52; 9:1-2 

 They killed the Lord Jesus, and the prophets (OT and NT), and drove us (Paul) out.   

Contrary to what the Jews thought, how did God feel about them? 2:15b; Jn.16:1-3 

 They displease God. Yet, in their blindness they’re convinced that they’re serving God!  

Additionally, Paul says they are hostile to all men (Jews/Gentiles). Why? 2:15b-16a; Mt.23:13 

 They were actively trying to keep Paul from speaking to the Gentiles! Whom they hate!  

They ‘heap up their sins to the limit’! What is the sober truth here? 2:16b; Mt.23:32; Gen.15:16 

               

 

The Rejoicers…2:17-20 

 

What does Paul reveal to these believers? 2:17-18; see Rom.1:13 

 I wanted intensely to return to you, time and again, but Satan stopped us. I really tried!  

How does Paul really feel about them? 2:18-20; ICor.1:14; Phil.2:16-18; Rev.22:12 

 You are our glory and joy in the presence of our Lord Jesus, when He comes!   


