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I Thessalonians 

(2) The Witness of the Thessalonians 

 

 

 

1 Thess 1:4-10 

 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not 

simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we 

lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe 

suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model 

to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord's message rang out from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia — your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need 

to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.    NIV 

 

The response to the powerful Gospel…1:4-9 

 

Of what does Paul remind the Thessalonians (regarding their ministry there)? 1:5b. see 2:9 

              

What was Paul’s underlying principle driving this behavior? 2:3-6 

              

What was the first response from the Thessalonians? 1:6; ICor.4:16, 11:1; Phil.3:17; IIThess.3:9 

              

How was this imitating done? 1:6b 

              

What happened as a direct result of their joyful reception of the Gospel? 1:7-8a 

              

What do you observe as an application of this passage for today? 

              

What was Paul’s testimony about the response of the Thessalonians? 1:9a 

              

 

 

More details on their reception of the Gospel…1:9-10 

 

What was one specific way the faith of the Thessalonians was demonstrated? 1:9b; see 2:13 

              

Application? See Rom.1:8; Phil.1:13-18 

              

What was the second way their faith was demonstrated? 1:10; 4:16-17; ICor.1:7; Phil.3:20 

              

Why is this such a strong indicator of the coming rapture of the church? See Rev.4:1 
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The response to the powerful Gospel…1:4-9 

 

Of what does Paul remind the Thessalonians (regarding their ministry there)? 1:5b. see 2:9 

 Remember how we lived among you, for your benefit. Asked for no financial help.    

What was Paul’s underlying principle driving this behavior? 2:3-6 

 He wanted to make sure the Gospel was not tainted in any way. The truth, truthfully!  

What was the first response from the Thessalonians? 1:6; ICor.4:16, 11:1; Phil.3:17; IIThess.3:9 

 They became imitators (mimics) of Paul and the Lord. Paul told believers to mimic him!  

How was this imitating done? 1:6b 

 In spite of severe tribulation, they welcomed the Gospel w/joy given by the Holy Spirit.  

What happened as a direct result of their joyful reception of the Gospel? 1:7-8a 

 They became patterns to believers everywhere! Gospel rang (trumpeted) out. Well done!!  

What do you observe as an application of this passage for today? 

               

What was Paul’s testimony about the response of the Thessalonians? 1:9a 

 The reports (from all over) testify of the (powerful) reception they gave Paul. Praise…  

 

 

More details on their reception of the Gospel…1:9-10 

 

What was one specific way the faith of the Thessalonians was demonstrated? 1:9b; see 2:13 

 They turned from serving (literal) idols to serving the true and living God. Persecution…  

Application? See Rom.1:8; Phil.1:13-18 

               

What was the second way their faith was demonstrated? 1:10; 4:16-17; ICor.1:7; Phil.3:20 

 They were specifically waiting for the return of Jesus, delivering them from coming wrath.  

Why is this such a strong indicator of the coming rapture of the church? See Rev.4:1 

 Jesus’ return (rapture) delivers believers from the wrath of the tribulation. Rapture next!  

 

 


