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I Peter 

(15) Appeal to Elders 

 

 

 

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also 

will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as 

overseers — not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for 

money, but eager to serve; 1 Peter 5:1-2, NIV 

 

Admonition to the shepherds of the flock…IPet.5:1-7 

 

Peter now shifts his exhortations to whom? 5:1; ITim.3:1-7 

 To the elders among them. Those with gifts/responsibilities as under-shepherds.   

What NT terms are used to describe/identify these under-shepherds? 5:1-2, 2:25; Eph.4:11 

 presbuterous=elder; episkopos=bishop/overseer; poimen=pastor (shepherd)    

Taking these terms together, who/what is the elder? 5:1-3 

 One who is older (mature in faith), is charged w/oversight, feeds the flock (teach/preach).  

What is the admonition to the elders? 5:2; ICor.9:16-17 

 Be eager/willing to serve as shepherds, overseers of God’s flock under your care.   

How had this under-shepherding been emphasized to Peter? Jn.21:15-17; Acts 20:28 

 3 times Jesus commanded Peter, ‘feed/tend My sheep’. It was Peter’s gift/responsibility.  

How is this shepherding/overseeing to be done? 5:3  see Ez.34:1-6 

 Not dominating/ruling but as an example to the flock. Remember, it’s His heritage!!   

What is the promise of 5:4? 1:3-5; 2:25; ICor.9:24-25; Jn.10:11 

 When the Chief Shepherd (Christ) appears, elders receive crown of glory for vs.2-3 service  

 

 
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility 

toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 5:5, NASU 
 

If the root message is humility toward one another, why target ‘younger men’? 5:5; Prov.3:34 

 Young men are naturally disposed to challenging authority. But God is opposed…   

What is emphasized by the word ‘likewise’? 2:13, 17, 18, 21; 3:1, 7, 8; 4:1, 8-10; 5:2, 5, 6 

 The continued theme of being humble and in submission, first to Him, then to others.  

What is the warning/promise re this humility? 5:5b; James 4:6; Micah 6:8 

 God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. It’s your choice!!    

And then the further promise to the humble? 5:6; Mt.23:12 

 Be humble under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Faith in action.  

But what about my problems? Who’s going to handle that?? 5:7; ISam.30:6; Ps.55:22; Phil.4:6 

 Cast your care on Him, because He cares for you. He wants you to trust Him…   

 

 


