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II Timothy 

(4) Motivation to Endure Hardship 
 

 

2 Tim 2:1-10 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have heard me say 

in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 

Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved 

in civilian affairs — he wants to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an 

athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The 

hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, 

for the Lord will give you insight into all this.  

 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I 

am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in 

Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.   NIV 

 

Examples of ‘enduring hardship’…2:1-7 

 

On the basis of everything Paul taught in 1:1-14, what’s his command now? 2:1; IICor.12:9-10 

              

Then, in that strength, what is Timothy to be doing (example #1 of 4)? 2:2; see Ezra 7:8-10 

              

This teaching ministry is hard. What’s the 2
nd

 example of enduring hardship? 2:3-4 

              

What’s the 3
rd

 example? 2:5; 4:7-8; ICor.9:24-27; Col.1:29 

              

And what’s the 4
th

 example? 2:6; ICor.9:7-10, 19-23 

              

And what is his penetrating challenge? 2:7; ITim.4:15-16; Heb.13:7 

              

Application: How do these teachings apply to all Christians? Mt.28:19; Acts 1:8 

              

 

Paul’s reflective response to his own words…2:8-10 

 

What does Paul restate is ‘my gospel’? 2:8; Rom.1:3-4 

              

Why is the resurrection of Christ so important? Jn.14:19; Heb.2:14; ICor.15:11-20 

              

Relative to ‘enduring hardship’, what is Paul’s reminder? 2:8-9; Col.4:3; Isa.55:11 

              

And what is Paul’s driving motivation? 2:10; Jn.17:6-9, 20-21 

              

Application: How are you doing in reaching out to the unsaved? 
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Examples of ‘enduring hardship’…2:1-7 

 

On the basis of everything Paul taught in 1:1-14, what’s his command now? 2:1; IICor.12:9-10 

 Timothy, you be strong in (by) the grace in Christ Jesus. You choose to use His strength!  

Then, in that strength, what is Timothy to be doing (example #1 of 4)? 2:2; see Ezra 7:8-10 

 I taught you, now you teach faithful men who will be able to teach others…and so on…  

This teaching ministry is hard. What’s the 2
nd

 example of enduring hardship? 2:3-4 

 Endure hardship as a good soldier, 24x7. Don’t get sidetracked. You’re never ‘off duty’!  

What’s the 3
rd

 example? 2:5; 4:7-8; ICor.9:24-27; Col.1:29 

 To be a successful athlete you must compete according to the rules. Be disciplined.   

And what’s the 4
th

 example? 2:6; ICor.9:7-10, 19-23 

 Hardworking farmer. Works alone, long hours, no immediate results. But first at harvest!  

And what is his penetrating challenge? 2:7; ITim.4:15-16; Heb.13:7 

 Consider carefully my words. The Lord will give you insight. Cost is high. Reward is sure.  

Application: How do these teachings apply to all Christians? Mt.28:19; Acts 1:8 

               

 

Paul’s reflective response to his own words…2:8-10 

 

What does Paul restate is ‘my gospel’? 2:8; Rom.1:3-4 

 It is Jesus Christ, raised from the dead (He’s God), descended from David (He’s man)!  

Why is the resurrection of Christ so important? Jn.14:19; Heb.2:14; ICor.15:11-20 

 Because He lives (eternally) we shall live (eternally). The resurrection confirms that to us.  

Relative to ‘enduring hardship’, what is Paul’s reminder? 2:8-9; Col.4:3; Isa.55:11 

 I’m in chains, like a criminal, for this Gospel. But God’s Word is not (can’t be!) chained!  

And what is Paul’s driving motivation? 2:10; Jn.17:6-9, 20-21 

 He endured everything for the elect as yet unsaved. Labor to find those He’s chosen!   

Application: How are you doing in reaching out to the unsaved? 

               

 


