
Questions re Communion, Baptism, New Covenant 

 

1. Does Communion always have to be served at church? 

a. No. Scripture does not indicate where or when. Just DO THIS for believers. 

2. What is ‘closed’ and ‘open’ Communion? 

a. Some denominations practice ‘closed’ Communion which is restricting 

participants to members of that particular church. This is sometimes an attempt 

to insure participants are believers. Scripture is silent on this. Our church 

practices ‘open’ Communion which means any genuine believer may participate. 

Also, Scripture does not require baptism to participate. 

3. What is baptism ‘for’? 

a. Baptism is NOT for salvation. Not required to get saved or remain saved.  

Romans 10:9-13 

b. Baptism is an act of obedience for a believer. Mt.28:16-20 

c. Baptism means literally ‘to dip’ and thus should be by immersion, not sprinkling. 

i. Note: In cases of physical impairment, some churches may substitute 

sprinkling.  

d. Baptism MAY be required by a local church or denomination to become a 

member of that church or denomination. Our church requires baptism by 

immersion for membership. May be by letter of transfer if by believer’s 

immersion. 

e. In general Baptism only requires sufficient water ‘to dip’. Pools, rivers, lakes, etc. 

4. Is a believer (under the New Covenant) ‘free’ from the Law; the 10 Commandments? 

a. This question has a two part answer. One with respect to salvation and the other 

with respect to holy living. 

b. With respect to salvation, the believer is free from the condemnation of all law, 

Romans 8:1. Christ has imputed His Righteousness (Rom.4:1-8) to each believer 

so that ‘in Christ’ we are absolutely perfect, without condemnation.  

c. With respect to holy living, may it never be that one would do or teach that 

because we’re not condemned we can just live however we please! NEVER!! 

(Rom.6:1, 15, etc.). With respect to holy living, all of the 10 Commandments 

(except keeping the Sabbath) are repeated in the New Testament. The believer is 

instructed to keep these commandments (plus multiple others). We obey the 

commandments out of reverence for our Lord, not out of fear of eternal 

condemnation. IJn.1:5-10. 

 


