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I Corinthians 

(6) Worldly Believers 
 

 

1 Cor 2:16-3:2  NIV 

2:16 "For who has known the mind of the Lord  that he may instruct him?"  

But we have the mind of Christ.  

3:1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly — mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you 

milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 

 

Rom 7:14-25   NIV 

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not 

understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I 

do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin 

living in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the 

desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, 

the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 

longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  

 

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner 

being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war 

against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 

24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God — 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.  

 

Spiritual and worldly Christians…2:16-3:2 

 

What does Paul declare about the Corinthians? 3:1; Heb.5:11-6:3; James 1:22-25; IIPet.1:2-9  

              

But, how can that be? “We have the mind of Christ”, 2:16b! IICor.5:17; Rom.7:14-25 

              

What, doctrinally, is so important with the first word of 3:1? 3:11-15; IITim.2:15; IJn.2:28 

              

How does Paul describe himself, that is, his sinful nature? Rom.7:18; Mk.7:18-23; Gal.5:16-17 

              

In fact, beyond not being able to do good, the sinful nature only does what? Rom.7:19, 23 

              

How are the two combatants in this war identified? Rom.7:25b; Gal.5:16-17; IPet.2:11 

              

So how does a Christian become ‘worldly’? Rom.8:5-8, 12-13; Col.3:1-3 

              

And how does a Christian become ‘spiritual’? Rom.8:1-14, 13:11-14; 12:1-2 

              

What is the primary tool used by the Spirit to grow believers in Christ? IITim.3:16-17 

              

How does this war ever end? Rom.8:18-23; IICor.5:1-5; Col.3:4; IJn.3:1-3 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.  

 

Spiritual and worldly Christians…2:16-3:2 

 

What does Paul declare about the Corinthians? 3:1; Heb.5:11-6:3; James 1:22-25; IIPet.1:2-9  

 He states that he is unable to address them as spiritual but as worldly, infants in Christ!  

But, how can that be? “We have the mind of Christ”, 2:16b! IICor.5:17; Rom.7:14-25 

 Two natures within me wait, the one I love the other I hate, the one I feed will dominate!  

What, doctrinally, is so important with the first word of 3:1? 3:11-15; IITim.2:15; IJn.2:28 

 Though they are worldly, they are ‘..in Christ’! Paul stands with them, not over them!  

How does Paul describe himself, that is, his sinful nature? Rom.7:18; Mk.7:18-23; Gal.5:16-17 

 He clearly sees his sinful nature as wanting to do good, but impotent to carry it out!   

In fact, beyond not being able to do good, the sinful nature only does what? Rom.7:19, 23 

 The sinful nature does the evil I don’t want to do! And I keep on doing it! THIS IS WAR!  

How are the two combatants in this war identified? Rom.7:25b; Gal.5:16-17; IPet.2:11 

 I myself, in my mind (w/mind of Christ) vs. my sinful nature (old man). Winner > practice!  

So how does a Christian become ‘worldly’? Rom.8:5-8, 12-13; Col.3:1-3 

 By living according to the sinful nature, minds set on what that nature desires. Feed it…!  

And how does a Christian become ‘spiritual’? Rom.8:1-14, 13:11-14; 12:1-2 

 By having a mind controlled by the Spirit; put to death the misdeeds of the body. 8:6, 13  

What is the primary tool used by the Spirit to grow believers in Christ? IITim.3:16-17 

 The perfect Word of God. It’s everything we need. The indwelling Spirit will teach us.  

How does this war ever end? Rom.8:18-23; IICor.5:1-5; Col.3:4; IJn.3:1-3 

 It ends when Christ redeems our bodies and we’re like Him. No more sin! No more war!  

 


