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I Corinthians 

(38) Death, Swallowed up in Victory! 

 

 

1 Cor 15:50-58 

50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and 

the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:  

"Death has been swallowed up in victory."  

55 "Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?"  

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to 

God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear 

brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work 

of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.    NIV 

 

When believers become like Christ…15:50-58 

 

What is our fundamental problem re. entering the kingdom of God? 15:50 

              

What is a ‘mystery’ in NT Scripture? As an Apostle, what is Paul now doing? 15:51a; Eph.3:4 

              

What are (2) ways believers become imperishable? 15:51b-52; IThess.4:13-18 

              

And what is the repeated reason for this event? 15:53, 50; IICor.5:2-4; IJn.3:2 

              

And Who is the absolute First to ever have this imperishable/immortal body? 15:20-24 

              

In addition to immortality, what else happens because of the resurrection of Christ? Rom.4:25 

              

 

The application of Christ’s resurrection for us…15:54-58 

 

What is one Scriptural effect of believer’s resurrection? 15:54-55; Isa.25:8; Hos.13:14 

              

What is the ‘sting’ of death? 15:56a  What is the power of sin? 15:56b; Gal.3:10-14 

              

Where then is our victory over this fatal sting? 15:57; Rom.8:37; IJn.5:4-5 

              

And what is Paul’s application (Therefore…) of these marvelous truths? 15:58; IThess.1:3 
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When believers become like Christ…15:50-58 

 

What is our fundamental problem re. entering the kingdom of God? 15:50 

 Flesh and blood, perishable, cannot inherit the imperishable kingdom of God. Absolute!  

What is a ‘mystery’ in NT Scripture? As an Apostle, what is Paul now doing? 15:51a; Eph.3:4 

 Previously hidden in God, but only now revealed by God through revelation. Complete!   

What are (2) ways believers become imperishable? 15:51b-52; IThess.4:13-18 

 Some will sleep (die physically); the rest will be instantly changed (rapture) w/o death!   

And what is the repeated reason for this event? 15:53, 50; IICor.5:2-4; IJn.3:2 

 Our perishable and mortal bodies must be clothed with imperishable/immortal bodies!  

And Who is the absolute First to ever have this imperishable/immortal body? 15:20-24 

 It is Christ! He is the first fruit. Christ first, after that those who are Christ’s. His own.  

In addition to immortality, what else happens because of the resurrection of Christ? Rom.4:25 

 We are forgiven by Christ’s death but we are justified by His resurrection. Now perfect!  

 

The application of Christ’s resurrection for us…15:54-58 

 

What is one Scriptural effect of believer’s resurrection? 15:54-55; Isa.25:8; Hos.13:14 

 Death is swallowed up! Not just stopped, but cancelled. Death has no victory or sting!   

What is the ‘sting’ of death? 15:56a  What is the power of sin? 15:56b; Gal.3:10-14 

 Sting is sin. It poisons us. The power of sin to sting us is the Law. We’re guilty / Law.  

Where then is our victory over this fatal sting? 15:57; Rom.8:37; IJn.5:4-5 

 The victory is through our Lord Jesus Christ! He tasted death for us. We live in Him!  

And what is Paul’s application (Therefore…) of these marvelous truths? 15:58; IThess.1:3 

 Stand firm. Unmovable. Always giving fully to the work of the Lord. It’s not in vain!!  


