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I Corinthians 

(35) The Gospel defined 
 

 

1 Cor 15:1-11 

15 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, 

if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in 

vain.  

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and 

then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 

brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 

asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he 

appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.    NIV 

 

The absolute heart of the Gospel…15:1-4 

 

What is the next crucial topic Paul addresses? 15:1; Rom.5:1-2; Acts 20:17-24 

              

What is the eternal importance of this Gospel? 15:2; 1:18-21; Rom.1:16 

              

Is ‘if you hold firmly…’, a requirement for you to do (work) to stay saved? Eph.2:8-10 

              

Are there examples of those who ‘believe’ that are really lost? 15:2b; James 2:19; Mt.7:21-23 

              

What absolutely critical point does Paul make before defining the Gospel? 15:3   Comment? 

              

And what are the (3) elements of the true Gospel? 15:3b-4; Lu.24:13-27 

              

So how does anyone appropriate this Gospel? 1:21; Rom.10:9-12; Eph.2:8-10; IJn.5:10-13 

              

What is clearly missing from the true Gospel that’s part of every other religion? Eph.2:8-10 

              

What are some typical ways people know of- yet miss, true salvation? Mt.7:21-23 

              

 

The indisputable evidence…15:5-8 

 

What ‘proof’ of the Resurrection does Paul now give? 15:5-8 

              

Who are these specific witnesses? 15:5-8 

              

What’s one thing that’s so magnificent about their testimony? Jn.20:1-27 
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The absolute heart of the Gospel…15:1-4 

 

What is the next crucial topic Paul addresses? 15:1; Rom.5:1-2; Acts 20:17-24 

 He reminds the brothers of the Gospel he preached, they received, and now stand in.  

What is the eternal importance of this Gospel? 15:2; 1:18-21; Rom.1:16 

 You are saved by this Gospel, if you hold to this Word. Otherwise your faith is vain!  

Is ‘if you hold firmly…’, a requirement for you to do (work) to stay saved? Eph.2:8-10 

 Absolutely NOT. This is the result of salvation, not a requirement for salvation.    

Are there examples of those who ‘believe’ that are really lost? 15:2b; James 2:19; Mt.7:21-23 

 Yes! demons, religious leaders, those depending on good works. Believe about Christ…  

What absolutely critical point does Paul make before defining the Gospel? 15:3   Comment? 

 It’s not his Gospel! He received it (from the Lord) and passed it on as first importance.  

And what are the (3) elements of the true Gospel? 15:3b-4; Lu.24:13-27 

 Christ died for our sins, He was buried, He was raised on the 3
rd

 day, per the Scriptures  

So how does anyone appropriate this Gospel? 1:21; Rom.10:9-12; Eph.2:8-10; IJn.5:10-13 

 You confess w/your mouth, Jesus is Lord & believe w/heart God raised Him from dead!  

What is clearly missing from the true Gospel that’s part of every other religion? Eph.2:8-10 

 The true Gospel is all of GRACE, by FAITH, not of WORKS! Salvation is all of Him!  

What are some typical ways people know of- yet miss, true salvation? Mt.7:21-23 

 I’m not a sinner. On the average, I’m Ok. I was baptized/member. I’m really sincere.  

 

The indisputable evidence…15:5-8 

 

What ‘proof’ of the Resurrection does Paul now give? 15:5-8 

 The overwhelming testimony of those who saw (physically) the resurrected Christ.       

Who are these specific witnesses? 15:5-8 

 Peter, ‘the 12’, more than 500 brothers at once, James, all Apostles, and last to Paul.  

What’s one thing that’s so magnificent about their testimony? Jn.20:1-27 

 All were skeptical initially, but then were so impacted they gave their lives for/truth!  


