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I Corinthians 

(33) Tongues, Israel’s Judgment 
 

1 Cor 14:18-25 

18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak 

five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.  

20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 

In the Law it is written: 

"Through men of strange tongues 

and through the lips of foreigners 

I will speak to this people, 

but even then they will not listen to me,"  

says the Lord.  

22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, 

not for unbelievers. 23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some 

who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 

24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, 

he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart 

will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!"  NIV 

 

Why Tongues?…14:18-25 

 

After teaching prophecy is better than tongues in the church, what’s his conclusion? 14:18-19 

              

What’s his rebuke to the church at Corinth (emphasizing tongues)? 14:20; 3:1-3 

              

What was Paul obviously addressing at Corinth? 13:11; 3:1-3; 4:18-21; 5:1-2; 6:7-8; 11:23-32 

              

 

To cause them to think like adults (14:20), what does Paul now teach them? 14:21-22 

              

What is the Isa.28 passage about? Isa.28:1, 3, 7-8; then 28:9-10 

              

What was the gist of the leaders ridicule? 28:10 Kiy tsaw laatsaw tsaw laatsaaw qaw laaqaaw qaw laaqaaw 

              

And what is the response from the Lord? 28:11-13  see Heb.4:1-11 

              

What is the tragic truth of speaking in tongues? ICor.14:21-22; Mt.13:14-15; Jn.12:37-40 

              

How did Paul feel about the nation of Israel? Rom.9:3-5; 10:1,16-21; 11:1-6, 11-16 

              

When did the call to the nation of Israel Scripturally cease? Acts 28:17-29; ICor.13:8 

              

Paul’s summary teaching about tongues and prophecy is what? 14:22 (outside church!) 

              

Why the major difference between tongues and prophecy IN THE CHURCH? 14:23-25 
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Why Tongues?…14:18-25 

 

After teaching prophecy is better than tongues in the church, what’s his conclusion? 14:18-19 

 In the church I would rather speak 5 clear words to edify than 10,000 in a tongue!       

What’s his rebuke to the church at Corinth (emphasizing tongues)? 14:20; 3:1-3 

 Stop thinking like children. Ok regards evil, but be adult in your thinking! Grow up!  

What was Paul obviously addressing at Corinth? 13:11; 3:1-3; 4:18-21; 5:1-2; 6:7-8; 11:23-32 

 Spiritual childishness. Their focus on tongues in the church was just another example!      

 

To cause them to think like adults (14:20), what does Paul now teach them? 14:21-22 

 He quotes Isa.28:11-12. He shows them that tongues are the fulfillment of this passage.   

What is the Isa.28 passage about? Isa.28:1, 3, 7-8; then 28:9-10 

 It’s about the drunken leaders of the nation of Israel ridiculing Isaiah. Then HE speaks.   

What was the gist of the leaders ridicule? 28:10 Kiy tsaw laatsaw tsaw laatsaaw qaw laaqaaw qaw laaqaaw 

 HE treats us like babies (vs.9). He just repeats order on order, line on line, bits/pieces.  

And what is the response from the Lord? 28:11-13  see Heb.4:1-11 

 HE will speak to this people, by foreign stammering tongues, here is Rest, Christ, but…  

What is the tragic truth of speaking in tongues? ICor.14:21-22; Mt.13:14-15; Jn.12:37-40 

 It is a sign to the nation of Israel of God’s judgment on them! Nation will not listen!      

How did Paul feel about the nation of Israel? Rom.9:3-5; 10:1,16-21; 11:1-6, 11-16 

 Great sorrow, unceasing grief. Would trade his salvation for them! Knows of remnant!  

When did the call to the nation of Israel Scripturally cease? Acts 28:17-29; ICor.13:8 

 It closes w/Acts 28:28 (about AD 62). In AD 70 Titus destroys Jerusalem. Nation gone!  

Paul’s summary teaching about tongues and prophecy is what? 14:22 (outside church!) 

 Tongues is a sign to Jewish unbelievers, not believers. Prophecy is the reverse.   

Why the major difference between tongues and prophecy IN THE CHURCH? 14:23-25 

 Prophecy is for believers, in the church. Tongues is for unbelieving Jews, outside church  

 

 


