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I Corinthians 

(30) The Most Excellent Way 
 

 

1 Cor 12:27-13:7 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of 

all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to 

help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do 

all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

And now I will show you the most excellent way.  

 

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 

can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to 

the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 

it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.    NIV 
 

Gifts of Grace…12:27-13:7 

 

What gifts are listed here after Apostles, Prophets, and teachers? 12:27-28 

              

What is different about the gift of healing vs. healing? Acts 3:1-16, 5:12-16 

              

What is the rhetorical question asked? 12:29-30  And the implied answer?  Why this point? 

              

 

What (5) Gifts does Paul address in 13:1-3?  

              

What word describes his technique in these verses? What is he doing with each gift? 13:1-3 

              

In each case what is the point of his hyperbole? 13:1-3 

              

Why did he use this exaggeration (rhetorical) to them? 

              

 

What ‘agape’ Love does…13:4-7 (IJn.3:18) 

 

Now, totally independent of any specific gift, what is 13:4-7 about? 8:1, 12:7, 14:12, 26 

              

What does love do in 13:4? See 14:29-32; 4:6; Eph.4:2; IIPet.3:9 

              

What does love do in 13:5? ICor.11:21; IICor.10:1; Phil.2:4; Mt.20:28 

              

What does love do in 13:6-7? Acts 23:1-5; IICor.5:19; Eph.4:32; Mt.18:21-35 

              

These verses paint a portrait of Whom? Jn.3:16; IJn.4:8,16 
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Gifts of Grace…12:27-13:7 

 

What gifts are listed here after Apostles, Prophets, and teachers? 12:27-28 

 Miracles, gift of healing, able to help, administration, speaking in different languages.  

What is different about the gift of healing vs. healing? Acts 3:1-16, 5:12-16 

 Gift of healing was a 100% miracle, a sign to verify the messenger and the Message.   

What is the rhetorical question asked? 12:29-30  And the implied answer?  Why this point? 

 Does everyone have the same gift? Obviously not! They were all clamoring for tongues   

 

What (5) Gifts does Paul address in 13:1-3?  

 1) Speaking in tongues  2) prophecy  3) faith  4) giving  5) martyrdom.     

What word describes his technique in these verses? What is he doing with each gift? 13:1-3 

 He’s using hyperbole. Intentional exaggeration not meant to be taken literally.   

In each case what is the point of his hyperbole? 13:1-3 

 No matter how stupendous the gift, using it without Love = ‘nothing’. It’s Love, not gift  

Why did he use this exaggeration (rhetorical) to them? 

 They were selfish/self centered and focused on the ‘showy’ gifts, especially tongues.       

 

What ‘agape’ Love does…13:4-7 (IJn.3:18) 

 

Now, totally independent of any specific gift, what is 13:4-7 about? 8:1, 12:7, 14:12, 26 

 It’s about the heart attitude. It’s always about edifying (building up) others. Not self!  

What does love do in 13:4? See 14:29-32; 4:6; Eph.4:2; IIPet.3:9 

 Patient (long suffering), kind, not envious/boastful (puffed up)/proud (high minded).   

What does love do in 13:5? ICor.11:21; IICor.10:1; Phil.2:4; Mt.20:28 

 Not rude (unseemly)/self seeking/easily angered (provoked)/record keeper (of hurts).  

What does love do in 13:6-7? Acts 23:1-5; IICor.5:19; Eph.4:32; Mt.18:21-35 

 Delights in truth, not evil. Always protects (by covering), trusts, hopes, perseveres.      

These verses paint a portrait of Whom? Jn.3:16; IJn.4:8,16 

 This is the Lord Jesus Christ! He is love in every detail. And believers are to be like Him.  


