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Discipleship 

(9) Equipping the Saints 

 

Eph. 4:11-16 
 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers,  12  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so 

that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 

and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, 

we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 

16  from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 

joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  ESV 

 

Equipping the saints…Eph.4:11-13 

 

Who is giving the gifts to each one (believers)? 4:7-8; ICor.12:4, 11; Heb.2:4; IPet.4:10-11 

              

In this list, what are the specific gifts? 4:11 (ICor.12:7-11, 12:28; Rom.12:6-8; IPet.4:10-11) 

              

And what is the specific goal of these gifts/gifted? 4:12; ICor.12:7; IPet.4:10 

              

And what is the specific goal of this ministry/building up? 4:13 

              

So in IJn.2:12-14, what stage of growth corresponds here? 4:13; IJn.2:12-14 

              

Is this state, knowing Him, ever complete? Phil.3:7-16 (note vs.10, 12-14) 

              

 

Some tests of maturity…Eph.4:14-16 

 

What is the first listed test of maturity? 4:14; IJn.2:12-14; 4:1-6; Gal.2:4; IIPet.2:1-3 

              

And how do we enter this state? IITim.2:15, 3:14-17; Ps.1:1-2, 143:5, 119:47-48; Col.3:16 

              

Is growth related to others? 4:16; ICor.12:25-26; Col.3:16; IThess.5:11; Heb.10:24-25  
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Equipping the saints…Eph.4:11-13 

 

Who is giving the gifts to each one (believers)? 4:7-8; ICor.12:4, 11; Heb.2:4; IPet.4:10-11 

 It is Christ’s gift through the Spirit to each one of us. These are specific gifts for body.  

In this list, what are the specific gifts? 4:11 (ICor.12:7-11, 12:28; Rom.12:6-8; IPet.4:10-11) 

 Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. See ICor.12; Rom12: IIPet.4.      

And what is the specific goal of these gifts/gifted? 4:12; ICor.12:7; IPet.4:10 

 It is to equip (complete) the saints for the work of ministry (service), building up the body  

And what is the specific goal of this ministry/building up? 4:13 

 For all to arrive at unity of the faith/knowledge of Jesus, i.e. maturity (grown-up).      

So in IJn.2:12-14, what stage of growth corresponds here? 4:13; IJn.2:12-14 

 The same ‘goal’ or ‘state’ is fathers (grown-up, mature ones). The state of knowing Him.  

Is this state, knowing Him, ever complete? Phil.3:7-16 (note vs.10, 12-14) 

 Absolutely not! Not in this world nor in the world to come. He is infinite. Grow in Him!  

 

Some tests of maturity…Eph.4:14-16 

 

What is the first listed test of maturity? 4:14; IJn.2:12-14; 4:1-6; Gal.2:4; IIPet.2:1-3 

 No more children! Not tossed about by ‘winds’ of doctrine, human craftiness in lies!  

And how do we enter this state? IITim.2:15, 3:14-17; Ps.1:1-2, 143:5, 119:47-48; Col.3:16 

 By study and meditating on/about the Word of God. Solid in doctrine. Thinking on Him.  

Is growth related to others? 4:16; ICor.12:25-26; Col.3:16; IThess.5:11; Heb.10:24-25  

 YES! We’re all member of Christ’ body. We have care for each other to grow correctly  

 

 


