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Discipleship 

(3) Growing In Christ 

 

1 John 2:12-14 

12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been 

forgiven you for His name's sake. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, 

because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am 

writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. 

I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I 

have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been 

from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you 

are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have 

overcome the evil one.    NASU  (emphasis added) 

 

Stages in Christian Growth…IJn.2:12-14 

 

John addresses (4) categories of believers. What are they? 1Jn.2:12-14 

              

Who are the ‘little children’ (an infant)? 2:12  What is their attribute? 2:12; Acts 13:38 

              

Why does this foundational truth apply to all the categories? Rom.8:1; Jn.3:18, 10:27-30 

              

What’s the ‘last’ stage for believers growth? 2:13,14a  What’s their attribute?  

              

When/if you reach this stage, have you arrived? 3:2; IICor.3:12-18; Phil.3:10-16 

              

What is the next growth step for ‘little children’? 2:13b; Jn.6:44, 37, 17:1-8, 25-26 

              

What characterizes the growth step for the ‘children’? 2:13b, 14b, 4:4; Eph.6:10; Jn.8:31-32 

              

 

Application 

 

Do all believers grow in Christ as they should? ICor.3:1-4; Heb.5:11-14; Gal.5:7 

              

And even more serious, what can happen? Gal.4:12-19  Why? Gal.1:6-9, 4:17-18, 5:7-10 

              

What’s God’s sure protection from false teaching? Acts17:10-11; IITim.2:14-16; 3:16 

              

So, where are you in your spiritual growth?  What should you be doing now? 
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Stages in Christian Growth…IJn.2:12-14 

 

John addresses (4) categories of believers. What are they? 1Jn.2:12-14 

 Little children, once. Children, once. Young men, twice. Fathers, twice. Note progress.  

Who are the ‘little children’ (an infant)? 2:12  What is their attribute? 2:12; Acts 13:38 

 They are newly saved believers. Their sins have been forgiven for His name’s sake.     

Why does this foundational truth apply to all the categories? Rom.8:1; Jn.3:18, 10:27-30 

 Eternal life begins for believers at the instant of conversion! Then, salvation is forever!  

What’s the ‘last’ stage for believers growth? 2:13,14a  What’s their attribute?  

 Fathers (a parent). They have grown to know Him who has been from the beginning.  

When/if you reach this stage, have you arrived? 3:2; IICor.3:12-18; Phil.3:10-16 

 Absolutely not! Only when we see Him, we shall be like Him, In the meantime, press on!  

What is the next growth step for ‘little children’? 2:13b; Jn.6:44, 37, 17:1-8, 25-26 

 These ‘children’ have begun to know the Father. Chosen by Father, saved by Jesus!    

What characterizes the growth step for the ‘children’? 2:13b, 14b, 4:4; Eph.6:10; Jn.8:31-32 

 They are strong (spiritually), Word of God abides in them, have overcome the evil one.  

 

Application 

 

Do all believers grow in Christ as they should? ICor.3:1-4; Heb.5:11-14; Gal.5:7 

 Absolutely not! Sometimes, due to poor teaching/influence, we get stalled! Need milk…  

And even more serious, what can happen? Gal.4:12-19  Why? Gal.1:6-9, 4:17-18, 5:7-10 

 The Galatian believers were going backward! False teachers had corrupted the Gospel.  

What’s God’s sure protection from false teaching? Acts17:10-11; IITim.2:14-16; 3:16 

 The ONLY infallible solution is the Word of God. All Scripture is that we may be perfect  

So, where are you in your spiritual growth?  What should you be doing now? 

               

 


