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Discipleship 

(2) What is a Disciple? 

 

Matt 4:17-21 

17  From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,  "Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  

18  While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 

net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to 

them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20 

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.   ESV 

 

Jesus begins His ministry…Mt.4:17-21 

 

Who were the first two disciples called by Jesus? Mt.4:18  Occupations?  

              

And what is the first part of the call Jesus gives them? 4:19a 

              

What does Jesus say He will do for them? 4:19b; Acts1:8; Col.1:27; IICor.5:17-21 

              

What was the cultural significance and meaning of this phrase, ‘make you a fisher of men’? 

              

How does this meaning of ‘fisher of men’ fit with the cultural meaning of a disciple? 

              

Did Jesus give other calls to His disciples? Jn.4:34-38, 21:15-17 

              

So why would Jesus choose here (with Simon and Andrew), ‘fisher of men’? 

              

 

Application: 
 

What is the first step in ‘make disciples’? Mt.28:19; Jn.3:1-8, 15-18; Rom.10:9-13 

              

Why are all believers involved in bringing people to Christ? Lu.19:10; Mt.4:19; Acts1:8 

              

And after their baptism, what’s our collective responsibility to them? Mt.28:20; IIPet.3:18 

              

And how does the Lord say this is to be accomplished? Eph.4:11; IIPet.3:18; Rom.12:3-8 

              

 

Next: Growing in Christ 
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18  While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 

net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to 

them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20 

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.   ESV 

 

Jesus begins His ministry…Mt.4:17-21 

 

Who were the first two disciples called by Jesus? Mt.4:18  Occupations?  

 They were Simon (Peter) and Andrew, his brother. Both were professional fishermen.  

And what is the first part of the call Jesus gives them? 4:19a 

 Follow me (lit. come here after me). This is the call for salvation. Call to discipleship.  

What does Jesus say He will do for them? 4:19b; Acts1:8; Col.1:27; IICor.5:17-21 

 I (Jesus) will make you ‘fishers of men’. Note that this is something Jesus does for them.  

What was the cultural significance and meaning of this phrase, ‘make you a fisher of men’? 

 The phrase meant to describe the work of ‘catching’ others by teaching / persuasion.  

How does this meaning of ‘fisher of men’ fit with the cultural meaning of a disciple? 

 A disciple is a ‘follow-learner’. That is, someone who follows / learns from another.    

Did Jesus give other calls to His disciples? Jn.4:34-38, 21:15-17 

 Yes. One sows (witnesses), another reaps (salvation). Some tend / feed His sheep.   

So why would Jesus choose here (with Simon and Andrew), ‘fisher of men’? 

 Likely because they were fishermen and also because they were specially to be reapers.  

 

Application: 
 

What is the first step in ‘make disciples’? Mt.28:19; Jn.3:1-8, 15-18; Rom.10:9-13 

 Obviously it starts with bringing a sinner to trust in Christ as their Lord and Savior!  

Why are all believers involved in bringing people to Christ? Lu.19:10; Mt.4:19; Acts1:8 

 For one thing, it’s why Jesus came/died. And by the Holy Spirit, believers are witnesses!   

And after their baptism, what’s our collective responsibility to them? Mt.28:20; IIPet.3:18 

 It is to teach them to observe all that I (Jesus) have commanded you. That’s a process!  

And how does the Lord say this is to be accomplished? Eph.4:11; IIPet.3:18; Rom.12:3-8 

 Each believer is gifted to function in the Body to present all mature in Christ (Col.1:28).  

 

Next: Growing in Christ 

 


