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Discipleship 

(10) The Call for Unity 

 

Phil 2:1-11 

1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 

consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 

and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 

maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do 

nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 

regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely 

look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  

 

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-

servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly 

exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   NASU 

 

Caring for others…Phil.2:1-4 

 

In this passage, what is Paul’s ‘end goal’ for believers? 2:5-7a 

              

But first, what does Paul eagerly desire (2:1) of these believers? 2:2; Rom.15:5-6; ICor.1:10 

              

What did Paul clearly understand about lack of unity in the church? Gal.5:13-15 

              

And what was happening at Philippi? Phil.4:2-3   (Comments?) 

              

Is Paul’s cry to be of the same mind, love, unity, intent simply emotional? 2:3; Rom.12:16 

              

Is this attitude of unity easy? Eph.4:3, 11-13; Jn.13:34-35, 17:23; ICor.13:1-7 

              

What’s at the heart of many dis-unities in a church? Eph.4:30-32; Mt.18:21-35; Rom.15:14 

              

And what is often the source of our being ‘judge’? IPet.5:5-6; Isa.66:1-2; Lu.18:9-14 

              

 

Next: Becoming a bond-servant 
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Caring for others…Phil.2:1-4 

 

In this passage, what is Paul’s ‘end goal’ for believers? 2:5-7a 

 It is to be like Christ who gave up His form of God and took the form of a bond-servant  

But first, what does Paul eagerly desire (2:1) of these believers? 2:2; Rom.15:5-6; ICor.1:10 

 For them to be of the same mind, same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.    

What did Paul clearly understand about lack of unity in the church? Gal.5:13-15 

 If we bite / devour each other, we may be consumed by one another. Church fails!      

And what was happening at Philippi? Phil.4:2-3   (Comments?) 

 Paul publicly calls out the disunity between 2 women. Disunity is contagious/destructive.  

Is Paul’s cry to be of the same mind, love, unity, intent simply emotional? 2:3; Rom.12:16 

 No. It’s an intentional act of our will. We choose to have unity. The stakes are very high!  

Is this attitude of unity easy? Eph.4:3, 11-13; Jn.13:34-35, 17:23; ICor.13:1-7 

 No! It’s only possible by the Holy Spirit in us. But we must ‘cooperate’ with Him! Work!  

What’s at the heart of many dis-unities in a church? Eph.4:30-32; Mt.18:21-35; Rom.15:14 

 It’s a short memory!! We judge others transgressions while ignoring God’s forgiveness!  

And what is often the source of our being ‘judge’? IPet.5:5-6; Isa.66:1-2; Lu.18:9-14 

 It is a sinful attitude of pride. We would never do that…and take Christs’ place / Judge!  

 

Next: Becoming a bond-servant 

 


