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DANIEL 

(7) The Babylonian Kingdom Divided 

 

Dan 5:1-5  King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine 

in front of the thousand. 2  Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the 

vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in 

Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might 

drink from them. 3 Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the 

temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his 

concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, 

bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 5  Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and 

wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. 

Dan 5:22-23a  “…And you his son,  Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you 

knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven…. 

Dan 5:25-28  And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 

This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 

and brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have been weighed in the balances and found 

wanting; 28 Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."   

Dan 5:30-31  That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31 And Darius the 

Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.    ESV 

 

Belshazzar challenges God…Dan.5:1-12 

 

Who is Belshazzar? What is the approximate date for this event? See 5:31 

              

What singular event seems to trigger God’s wrath/judgment on him/kingdom? 5:1-4 

              

When he does this, what happens immediately? 5:5 

              

What’s the effect on the king? 5:6-9 

              

What happens next? 5:10-12  (note: queen is likely one of Nebuchadnezzar’s wives) 

              

 

Daniel interprets God’s message…Dan.5:13-31 

 

What is Daniel’s response to the king’s offer (5:16)? 5:17 

              

First, of what does Daniel’s ‘sermon’ forcefully remind the king? 5:18-23; Ps.2:1-4 

              

What is Daniel’s interpretation of the words? 5:24-28; Isa.13:17-22; Jer.51:33-58; Rev.17-18 

              

What happened ‘that very night’? 5:30-31; 6:1 

              

What’s an application of this to the nations now? 4:36-37  To us individually? James 4:6 
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Belshazzar challenges God…Dan.5:1-12 

 

Who is Belshazzar? What is the approximate date for this event? See 5:31 

 He is Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson. Date=539BC (1:1+ ~70yrs). Daniel is ~85 years old.  

What singular event seems to trigger God’s wrath/judgment on him/kingdom? 5:1-4 

 At his massive drunken feast he violates the temple vessels of God, praising his gods!  

When he does this, what happens immediately? 5:5 

 A human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall opposite the lampstand.  

What’s the effect on the king? 5:6-9 

 He’s terrified/shaking! Demands the ‘wise men’ to interpret. They can’t. He’s alarmed!  

What happens next? 5:10-12  (note: queen is likely one of Nebuchadnezzar’s wives) 

 The queen comes in, reminds him of Daniel and recommends calling him to interpret.  

 

Daniel interprets God’s message…Dan.5:13-31 

 

What is Daniel’s response to the king’s offer (5:16)? 5:17 

 You can keep your gifts! Nevertheless I will read/interpret the writing on the wall.   

First, of what does Daniel’s ‘sermon’ forcefully remind the king? 5:18-23; Ps.2:1-4 

 He rebukes him for ignoring Nebuchadnezzar, challenging God and praising his gods!  

What is Daniel’s interpretation of the words? 5:24-28; Isa.13:17-22; Jer.51:33-58; Rev.17-18 

 God ended your kingdom (repeat), you are weighed/wanting, reign to Medes/Persians!  

What happened ‘that very night’? 5:30-31; 6:1 

 Belshazzar was killed, Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about 62 years old.  

What’s an application of this to the nations now? 4:36-37  To us individually? James 4:6 

               

 


