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Colossians 

(4) The Pre-eminent Jesus Christ 
 

 

Col 1:15-20 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was 

pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

NIV 

 

Jesus, the exact image of the Father…1:15 

 

How does Paul first describe Jesus? 1:15a  ; Heb.1:3 

              

Did Jesus claim to be this exact ‘icon’ of God? Jn.1:14; 10:30-33; 14:9; Phil.2:5-8 

              

Being taught that all matter is evil, why did the Colossians need the truth of Christ? IICor.4:4 

              

Was there any dispute about Jesus being human? 

              

However, while Paul agrees that Jesus is human, what does this verse also teach? 1:15a 

              

 

 

Jesus, the firstborn and creator of all creation…1:15-16 
 

What is Paul’s second description of Jesus? 1:15b 

              

What fine-sounding error (2:4) misinterprets 1:15b for its base argument?  IJn.2:22 

              

Are there Scriptural examples of firstborn used as first in priority / rank? Ex.4:22; Jer.31:9 

              

How is firstborn defined in Ps.89:27?  Rev.19:16; ITim.6:15 

              

Why is the context of 1:15 absolutely rejecting the first created error? 1:15a, 1:16 

              

In fact, in stark contrast to being created, what is Paul’s point in 1:16?  See Eph.6:12 

              

How could you clearly refute the lie that Jesus is not God? 1:16 compared with Gen.1:1 
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whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

NIV 

 

Jesus, the exact image of the Father…1:15 

 

How does Paul first describe Jesus? 1:15a  ; Heb.1:3 

 He is the image (Gr.=eikon; icon) of the invisible God. The exact representation of God.  

Did Jesus claim to be this exact ‘icon’ of God? Jn.1:14; 10:30-33; 14:9; Phil.2:5-8 

 Yes, repeatedly. He claimed to be the exact image of the Father. Christ is God.   

Being taught that all matter is evil, why did the Colossians need the truth of Christ? IICor.4:4 

 Christ is 100% human (physical, matter). But He is not evil in any way. Blasphemy…  

Was there any dispute about Jesus being human? 

 No. That was clear but the lie was that He was only human. A created being, like us.   

However, while Paul agrees that Jesus is human, what does this verse also teach? 1:15a 

 Jesus is the image of God. A created being could not be that exact image!    

 

 

Jesus, the firstborn and creator of all creation…1:15-16 
 

What is Paul’s second description of Jesus? 1:15b 

 Firstborn over all creation. But, is it firstborn in sequence (Lu.2:7) or rank (Ps.89:27)?  

What fine-sounding error (2:4) misinterprets 1:15b for its base argument?  IJn.2:22 

 The error is teaching that Jesus is first created, therefore He could not be God. (Jeh.Wit…)  

Are there Scriptural examples of firstborn used as first in priority / rank? Ex.4:22; Jer.31:9 

 Yes! Israel is defined as the firstborn nation. Clearly not the first ever. First in priority.  

How is firstborn defined in Ps.89:27?  Rev.19:16; ITim.6:15 

 Firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. Speaking of Messiah, King of kings…  

Why is the context of 1:15 absolutely rejecting the first created error? 1:15a, 1:16 

 Paul is here refuting the false teachers. If first created was true, he would be with them!  

In fact, in stark contrast to being created, what is Paul’s point in 1:16?  See Eph.6:12 

 All things, heaven/earth/thrones/powers/visible/invisible were created by Him, not w/Him!  

How could you clearly refute the lie that Jesus is not God? 1:16 compared with Gen.1:1 

 Jesus created all things (1:16). God created the heavens and the earth (Gen.1:1). Equality.  

 


