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Colossians 

(21) Paul’s family album 

 

 

Col 4:7-9 

7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in 

the Lord, will bring you information. 8 For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may 

know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts; 9 and with him Onesimus, our 

faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole 

situation here.  

NASU 

 

About Tychicus…4:7-8 

 

What fundamental truth did Paul fully understand? Ex.17:8-13; Acts 9:23-25 

              

What is the fundamental issue in anyone’s service to the Lord? Mt.25:14-23; ICor.4:1-2 

              

The greatest ability in the world is dependability! 

Is there any believer without a spiritual gift? ICor.12:7  see 12:4-11 

              

Application: Are you faithfully using His spiritual gift to you? 

              

Who is this Tychicus (from Paul’s description)? 4:7 

              

What else do we know about Tychicus? Acts 20:1-6; ICor.16:1-9; Titus 3:12; IITim.4:12 

              

What was it like to travel with Paul? IICor.11:21-33 

              

 

 

About Onesimus…4:9 

 

How does Paul describe Onesimus? 4:9a 

              

What else do we know about Onesimus? Philemon 1:10-11 see Philemon 1-25 

              

Here, to the Colossians, how does Paul ‘elevate’ Onesimus (one of you)? 4:9b 

              

What ‘tension’ is clearly demonstrated here? IICor.5:17; Gal.3:28 

              

Application: What kind of ‘tension’ situation are you in? (Everyone has one…) 
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About Tychicus…4:7-8 

 

What fundamental truth did Paul fully understand? Ex.17:8-13; Acts 9:23-25 

 No one serves the Lord alone! There are always critical support roles to be filled!   

What is the fundamental issue in anyone’s service to the Lord? Mt.25:14-23; ICor.4:1-2 

 The issue is not the ‘size’ of the talent but rather the faithfulness of using that talent.  

The greatest ability in the world is dependability! 

Is there any believer without a spiritual gift? ICor.12:7  see 12:4-11 

 Absolutely not. The manifestation of the Holy Spirit is given to each one. No exceptions.  

Application: Are you faithfully using His spiritual gift to you? 

               

Who is this Tychicus (from Paul’s description)? 4:7 

 Beloved brother, faithful servant (deacon), fellow bond-servant. What a resume!   

What else do we know about Tychicus? Acts 20:1-6; ICor.16:1-9; Titus 3:12; IITim.4:12 

 First introduced: Paul’s traveling companion. Trustworthy. Gift to persecuted/Jerusalem.   

What was it like to travel with Paul? IICor.11:21-33 

 Not good! You had to be enduring great hardship and persecution. Truly a servant!   

 

 

About Onesimus…4:9 

 

How does Paul describe Onesimus? 4:9a 

 Our faithful and beloved brother. High praise, indeed. Especially considering his history!  

What else do we know about Onesimus? Philemon 1:10-11 see Philemon 1-25 

 He was a runaway slave (death?); Paul led him to the Lord and is now sending him back… 

Here, to the Colossians, how does Paul ‘elevate’ Onesimus (one of you)? 4:9b 

 By entrusting him w/ information for Colossae about Paul. He’s important/trusted to Paul.  

What ‘tension’ is clearly demonstrated here? IICor.5:17; Gal.3:28 

 Spiritually, Onesimus/Philemon are equal. Physically, still a slave/owner relationship.  

Application: What kind of ‘tension’ situation are you in? (Everyone has one…) 

               

 

 


