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Colossians 

(12) Our Position in Christ 
 

 

Col 2:8-13 

 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made 

complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised 

with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 

Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

NASU 

 

Who is Christ…2:9 

 

To counter those seeking ‘philosophy’, what is Paul’s first error-crushing point? 2:9; Jn.14:9-10 

              

Why was Paul emphasizing this particular point? 2:9;  see 2:8; IIPet.3:17-18 

              

What were some of the deceitful philosophies being taught? 2:16, 18, 20-21, 23 

              

But Paul goes on to emphasize a critical point about Christ. What is it? 2:9b;  Jn.1:14 

              

So what great truths about Christ are found in this one verse? 2:9 

              

What specific deceitful philosophies were being rebuked here? 2:9 

              

 

 

Who we are, in Christ…2:10 

 

In verse 9, what did Paul emphasize about Christ’s relationship to Deity? 2:9; Jn.10:38 

              

So now, what does Paul state about our relationship to Christ? 2:10; Jn.1:16, 14:18-20 

              

How, specifically, is this fullness imparted to us? IIPet.1:3; ICor.1:30-31 

              

And what does Peter further teach us about how this comes about? IIPet.1:4 

              

What do these truths confirm for the Colossians about the empty philosophies? 

              

This describes our position in Christ. What is to be our practice in Christ? IITim.3:16 
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NASU 

 

Who is Christ…2:9 

 

To counter those seeking ‘philosophy’, what is Paul’s first error-crushing point? 2:9; Jn.14:9-10 

 IN CHRIST (alone), all the fullness (that which fills up) of Deity lives. All, everything!  

Why was Paul emphasizing this particular point? 2:9;  see 2:8; IIPet.3:17-18 

 They were being inundated with ‘hollow and deceptive philosophy’. More beyond Christ!   

What were some of the deceitful philosophies being taught? 2:16, 18, 20-21, 23 

 Legalistic rules about diet, festivals, Sabbaths, self-imposed regulations/worship, etc.  

But Paul goes on to emphasize a critical point about Christ. What is it? 2:9b;  Jn.1:14 

 The complete fullness of Deity dwells in Christ in bodily form! Flesh is not evil.    

So what great truths about Christ are found in this one verse? 2:9 

 Christ is completely God, yet fully man. Body is not evil. No ‘truth’ can be added to Him.  

What specific deceitful philosophies were being rebuked here? 2:9 

 That Christ is not God, less than God, like an angel. Christ was contaminated by flesh.  

 

 

Who we are, in Christ…2:10 

 

In verse 9, what did Paul emphasize about Christ’s relationship to Deity? 2:9; Jn.10:38 

 That Christ is the fullness (that which is filled up) of Deity. He is totally, 100% God.    

So now, what does Paul state about our relationship to Christ? 2:10; Jn.1:16, 14:18-20 

 Christ’s fullness (of Deity) has been imparted to us. We are made complete, in Christ.   

How, specifically, is this fullness imparted to us? IIPet.1:3; ICor.1:30-31 

 His divine power (Deity) granted to us everything pertaining to life/godliness. Everything!  

And what does Peter further teach us about how this comes about? IIPet.1:4 

 We have everything by His promises so that we may be partakers of His Divine nature.  

What do these truths confirm for the Colossians about the empty philosophies? 

 Believers, those in Christ, have need of nothing else! We are absolutely complete in Him.  

This describes our position in Christ. What is to be our practice in Christ? IITim.3:16 

 We absolutely need the Word of God. It equips us for every good work. Grow in grace!  

 


