
 ACTS CHAPTER EIGHT 

 

 

Read vs. 1-13 

 

1. What new major character, that was mentioned in chapter 7, is now introduced?   

 

 What other name do we know him by?  (see Acts 13:9)  

 

From this point in the book of Acts until the end, Paul will be the main character.  At this 

point in his life he is a zealous Pharisee.  He thinks of himself as one of God‟s chosen 

people.  Because he is a Jew, he is a part of the chosen nation, but within that nation 

individuals still had to come to God through faith.  They were not chosen for salvation, but 

for God‟s special blessings.  They had many advantages.  They had the word of God.  They 

had the prophets.  God blessed those who blessed them and cursed those who cursed them.  

God Himself dwelt among them during the times that they were following Him.  But nations 

are not saved….individuals are saved.   

 

Romans chapters 3 & 4 are dedicated to giving an understanding of this.  Abraham, the 

father of the Jewish nation, was saved because of his faith.  He demonstrated his faith by 

being obedient.  The majority of the Jews did not understand that.  They assumed that since 

Abraham was blessed by God and they were his descendents, then they were automatically 

accepted by God.  But no one becomes righteous except through the blood of Christ.  

Compare Romans 3:21 & 22.  See also Romans 4:3 and 4:23 which says that God credits 

righteousness to those who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 

 

Saul/Paul was persecuting Christians and thought he was defending the faith and serving 

God.  God is going to deal directly with him in the next chapter. 

 

2. What happened to the believers as a result of the persecution?  (vs. 1 & 4)   

  

How did this help fulfill of Acts 1:8 and Luke 24:47?    

 

God‟s plans can‟t be thwarted.  Jesus told the disciples that they would be witnesses for 

Him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth.  It wasn‟t because of any great 

plan that they devised that this happened.  God used the persecution that they were 

receiving to cause them to leave Jerusalem. Notice in Acts 8:1 that every believer in 

Jerusalem except for the apostles fled for their lives.  NOW the gospel is going to be 

preached outside of Jerusalem.  How does this illustrate Romans 8:28? 

 

3. Describe the actions of Saul against the believers. Verses 1-3  

 

 Consider John 16:1-3.  Do you think this could apply to Saul and why? 

 

 He thought he was serving God and protecting Judaism by persecuting Christians.  Christ 

had warned His disciples that that is what would happen. 



 

4. How was the gospel received when Philip preached in Samaria? Verses 6-8  

 

 Philip is known as “the evangelist” in the New Testament.  All believers are called to be 

witnesses for Christ, but there are some Christians who are given a special gift of 

evangelizing.  They have a burning desire to share the gospel and they are extremely 

effective when they do.  Please read Romans 12:3-8.  When believers use the gifts that they 

are given, the church is built up, people are saved, people mature and the body of Christ 

functions as it should. 

 

5. The people previously thought that Simon had the power of God.  Did he?  Verses 9-11 

  

God does not give His power or His gifts to unbelievers, but Satan is a great imitator and a 

powerful foe.  He doesn‟t mind looking and sounding like a righteous person if it will lead 

people astray, cause division, confuse the righteous and ultimately hinder the gospel.  2 

Cor. 11:14 says that he masquerades as an angel of light. 

 

6. How did Simon view the authentic miracles that Philip performed? Verse 13   

 

Simon was impressed with a professional sort of interest. He knew that what Philip was 

doing was not magic, but genuine. He might have fooled many people into thinking that he 

was working for God, but he himself always knew the truth.   

 

Read vs. 13-25 

 

7. Do you think Simon became a Christian in this passage? Consider James 2:19 and John 

2:23-25 before you answer.  Give at least 3 reasons from scripture to support your answer. 

 

 In James 2:19 we see that “believing” does not necessarily bring salvation because even 

the demons believe.  Many people today believe in God but they have not realized their need 

of His grace to save them from the punishment for their sins.  They need to humble 

themselves before the almighty God and confess that they are sinners and cannot save 

themselves. 

 

 In John 2:23-25 we see a record of people who are excited and stirred up when they witness 

a miracle, but again, they have not confessed their need of a Savior. 

 

8. Who had to come to Samaria before the new believers could receive the Spirit? Verses 14 

& 15   

 

Acts 8:14-17 is such an interesting passage.  Here we have an account of new believers.  

They have been baptized but have not received the Holy Spirit.  How can this be?  Don‟t all 

believers receive the Holy Spirit as soon as they are saved? This is where we must 

remember what book we are studying.  

 

The book of Acts is a history book.  It records for us the beginning of the church.  It is not 



like any other book in the Bible.  All of the Old Testament deals with the Jewish nation.  

Everything revolves around God‟s dealing with them, their history, the nations that 

surrounded them, etc.  The gospels record the time of Christ and all that He did when He 

was in the flesh and living on this earth.  In the New Testament, from the book of Romans 

to Revelation, we have instructions to the church.  God is no longer dealing with the Jews 

exclusively, but with the church, the bride of Christ. The church is comprised of ALL 

believers, Jews and Gentiles alike.  BUT, the book of ACTS  is the bridge between the Old 

Testament and the New Testament.  It records the great transition between living under the 

law and living under grace.  It is a unique time of history.  Things recorded in the book of 

Acts are one-of-a-kind events. 

 

Look at John 15:26 & 27.  In this passage Jesus tells His disciples that a new thing is going 

to happen.  He tells them that the Counselor (the Holy Spirit) is going to come.  Old 

Testament believers did not have the Holy Spirit living in them permanently like believers 

do now.  Consider Acts 1:4 & 5 where Jesus tells them again that the Holy Spirit is coming 

and they should wait for Him to arrive before they consider any type of ministry. 

 

Now read again Acts 2:1-13 which is the record of the day that the Spirit comes to indwell 

the believers.  This was the FIRST TIME that this had ever happened.  Because it was the 

first time, God made sure that people understood that it was from Him.  He authenticated 

this event with supernatural events (the sound of wind, the flames of fire and the speaking in 

other languages).  But notice in Acts 2:5 that it was only Jews who witnessed this event and 

it was Jews who received the Holy Spirit, because at this time the disciples were Jewish 

believers. 

 

Now look up another interesting passage – Matt. 16:17-19, where Jesus is talking to Peter. 

He seems to be giving him some special responsibilities because they are referred to as the 

„keys to the kingdom of Heaven”.  Do we ever see evidence in Peter‟s life that he has some 

special task that might require something like a key?  Yes, we do, in the book of Acts! 

 

Let‟s follow Peter in several passages in Acts.  Look again at Acts 1:8.  Jesus has just told 

the apostles that they are to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit and that after that they 

would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  

These divisions that Jesus mentions could also be described as to the Jews (Jerusalem), to 

the Jewish/Gentile mixes (Judea & Samaria) and then to the Gentile nations (the ends of the 

earth.)  Christianity was going to spread out from Jerusalem in ever-widening circles and 

was going to include all nations, not just the Jewish nation.  This was a new concept.  This 

was the first time that God explained this so completely to His disciples. 

 

In Acts chapter 2, we see the Holy Spirit come to the first group of people, just as Jesus 

explained.  He came in great power……to those in Jerusalem…….to the believing Jews.  

Peter is present; he explains what is happening; he preaches and people are saved. 

 

In Acts chapter 8 we find Philip sharing the gospel in Samaria.  In verse 12 we see many of 

these Samaritans (Jewish/Gentile mixed peoples) believing.  This is just as Christ explained 

it would happen in Acts chapter one.  These new believers are baptized, but they don‟t 



receive the Spirit.  Now notice what happens in verse 14.  The apostles in Jerusalem heard 

about this and sent Peter (and also John).  When Peter arrives, he prays for them and they 

receive the Holy Spirit.  Peter is using another of the keys that he was entrusted with to 

open the door to the kingdom to the next division of believers! 

 

Now let‟s jump ahead to chapter ten.  Here is a record of a Gentile man who believes in 

God, but doesn‟t know the whole gospel story yet.  The Gentiles are the third and last group 

of people that must be reached with the gospel for the first time.  Peter has the key to help 

them, but Peter is going to be very hesitant to go to this Gentile man.  He has never 

associated with Gentiles and certainly never gone into a Gentile home.  But he has the keys! 

 God takes great strides to help Peter over this hump.  We‟ll study this more in chapter ten, 

but for now, please read Acts 10:44-48.  Peter shares the gospel, the people are saved, and 

for the FIRST TIME, the Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit.  God doesn‟t want the Jews to 

have any doubts about what is happening, so He authenticates this event for them by letting 

the Gentiles speak in other tongues (verse 46).  This is the exact same sign that God gave 

the Jewish believers when they first received the Spirit back in Acts chapter two!  The 

speaking in tongues was not for the benefit of these Gentile believers, but to make sure that 

the Jewish believers who had come with Peter understood what was happening. 

 

Peter has now used his keys to open the door to the kingdom of God for the Jews (chapter 

two), for the half-Jews (chapter 8) and the Gentiles (chapter 10).   

 

9. Peter accused Simon of thinking that the gift of God _______________________  (vs. 20) 

 

The word “simony” today comes from this event and refers to buying a church office or a 

pardon.  God‟s gifts cannot be purchased.  God gives gifts to his people for one 

reason…the building up of the church.  See Eph. 4:11-13  

 

10. What did Peter and John do on their trip back to Jerusalem?  

 

 Peter and John now realized that Samaritans could be saved.  Imagine their excitement 

over having a whole new field open and ready for harvesting! 

 

Read vs. 26-40 

 

11. An angel commanded Philip to leave his fast growing ministry in Samaria and go out into 

the _____________ 

 

 Did he obey? Consider the conflict that Philip may have felt.  Why would God want him to 

leave these new believers and head for the desert?  We can see the reason now because we 

can read the story of what happened, but for Philip it was an act of obedience based on 

faith alone. 

 

12. Why had the Ethiopian authority been traveling?  

 

This man had gone to Jerusalem to search for the one true God.  The Spirit was drawing 



him and his heart was being prepared.  We wonder if he found help in Jerusalem.  The 

apostles were there, but did he make contact with them?  If he had gone to the temple and 

sought help from the Pharisees, he may have been returning home without having found the 

answer.  It is interesting that he had a scroll.  It was not easy for a Gentile to obtain a copy 

of Jewish scriptures. 

 

13. What book was he reading in his chariot?  

 

 Can you identify the chapter?) 

 

14. How would you answer the questions in vs. 34 

 

 Philip was ready with an answer.  I Peter 3:15 tells us to always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have.  Philip began 

immediately to tell the story of the Messiah and that Jesus was the Messiah. Imagine the 

excitement that the Ethiopian man had as the spirit opened his eyes to the truth.  Philip‟s 

words resonated in his heart as he began to put the scriptures and the story of Christ 

together in his mind.   He reacted in the way that all Jews should have responded.  He 

understood that Christ was the Messiah and the Savior and he immediately became a 

Christ-follower.  He took that excitement and that understanding back to Ethiopia and 

shared it with many others who also believed. 

 

15. Why did Philip agree to baptize the eunuch?  vs. 35-38   

 

 In Matt. 28:18-20, Jesus instructed the apostles to go make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them….and teaching them to obey….  Baptism and communion are the only two 

ordinances (rules or commands) given to the church.  Believers are commanded to be 

baptized and to publicly identify themselves as Christ-followers.  Baptism itself does not 

save us, but Jesus wants every believer to be baptized….no excuses. The Ethiopian traveler 

would have had many others traveling with him.  He gave confession of his new faith to 

them. 

 

  There are no guidelines in Scripture about how baptism is to be done.  Obviously in the 

case of this Ethiopian man there was no formal baptismal. The fact that both Philip and the 

new convert went down into the water indicates that Philip immersed him.  We don‟t know 

any of the other details except that he was baptized because he had become a Christ-

follower and he wasn‟t ashamed to make a public declaration of his new faith.  Baptism 

equals obedience. 

 

16. What happened to Philip after the baptism?  

 

 In Acts 21:8, approximately 20 years later, we find Philip still living in Caesaria.  He had 4 

daughters.  We was still living for the Lord and still sharing the gospel.  Imagine the 

excitement and the fellowship that he shared with Paul.  They had a lot of stories to share! 

 


