
 

 

 ACTS CHAPTER TEN 

 

Read vs. 1-8 

 

1. From vs. 1 and 2 and 22, tell what you know about Cornelius.  

 

The word “centurion” means that he had charge over 100 men.  His regiment of men had 

probably been recruited in Italy.  Cornelius was very unusual in that he had earned the 

respect of the Jews, who normally considered the Gentiles to be sub-human. 

 

Cornelius is an example of a man who had responded to the understanding that he had.  

God was apparently drawing him to Himself.  He hadn’t converted to Judaism, but he held 

the Jewish God in high regard.  God is now going to send him more understanding which 

will lead to his salvation, but first God must prepare Peter.  Remember, Peter has the keys 

to unlock the way to salvation for the Gentiles, but Peter is not going to be willing to enter a 

Gentile home.   

 

2. What was Cornelius' response to the appearance of an angel?  (vs. 4)  

 

God is beginning to orchestrate a great event.  First he prepares Cornelius by sending an 

angel.  The angel instructs him to send men to Joppa and to bring back a man named Peter. 

 Can you imagine his excitement?  What will this man named Peter have to say to him? 

 

Cornelius sends two servants and a “devout” soldier.  He and this soldier have shared a 

common interest in spiritual things.  They probably had many conversations about God.  

He knew that he could trust his friend to go on this important errand.  His friend’s heart 

was prepared to hear the message, too. 

 

3. Why did God send an angel to him?  (vs. 4-6)  

 

God knew that Cornelius’s heart was right, but he needed to be instructed about how to be 

saved. God will do whatever it takes to draw one of His chosen to Himself, even if He has to 

send an angel.  Consider, however, that God didn’t use the angel to share the message of 

salvation.  Peter is to have that honor.  Peter must unlock the door for the first Gentile to be 

saved.  

 

4. What were Cornelius' instructions?  (vs. 5 & 6)  

 

Notice in Acts 8:40 that Philip worked in the area of Caesarea.  Philip was an evangelist.  

Certainly he would have been thrilled to share the gospel with Cornelius.  But it is Peter 

who must first come and use his last “key” to open the door to the last group of 

people…..the Gentiles.  God has had this plan in mind all along.  He knew that Gentiles 

were going to be saved and He knew that Cornelius would be the first. 

 



5. How did he comply with his directions from the angel? (vs. 7 & 8)  

 

It sounds like his servants were also interested in spiritual things.  Cornelius knew he could 

trust them and knew he would not be scorned by them.  Joppa is about 33 miles south – a 

good 2 day walk. 

 

Read vs. 9-22 

 

6. Briefly describe the vision that Peter saw. (vs. 11 & 12)  

 

God had given the Jewish nation very explicit directions in the Old Testament about what 

animals could be eaten and what animals could be used as sacrifices.  There were other 

animals which were considered “unclean”.  A God-fearing Jew would never defile himself 

by eating an “unclean” animal. 

 

7. When God told Peter to eat these animals, Peter refused saying they weren't clean     

according to the Old Testament Jewish laws.  How did God respond?  (vs. 14 & 15)  

 

 This was remarkable new information for Peter.  Surely God would not expect him to defile 

himself in this way!  This is the first of several big changes that Peter will have to accept 

and work through and even defend to his countrymen.  God is patient but persistent with 

Peter.  He uses an object lesson that concerns animals and food to begin to teach Peter 

about a much bigger change that is coming.   

 

 This is not the first time that Peter argues with God.  Compare Matt. 16:21 where Peter 

says that Jesus certainly will not be crucified and John 13:6 where he tells Jesus that He 

will certainly not be washing his feet. In Mark 7:14-20 Jesus tries to teach the apostles this 

same lesson about what is clean and unclean.  Peter apparently didn’t comprehend the 

lesson the first time.  This time the lesson is illustrated! 

 

8. Although Peter was perplexed at first, he soon began to understand.  What lesson did he 

feel God was teaching him through the vision?  (see vs. 28, 34, & 35)   

 

 Good for Peter!  He got the message.  He understood the object lesson and he was ready to 

obey whatever God’s next directions would be. 

 

9. In vs. 20, the angel encourages Peter to go with the men. Why might Peter have had some 

hesitancy about going? (see vs. 28 & 11:2-4)  

 

No doubt this explains why Peter took six other Jewish believers with him.  He wanted them 

to be witness of whatever was going to happen.  He might be needing their support!  Peter 

was stepping out by faith in this passage.  The other Jews are going to be shocked by what 

he is doing.  He is risking his reputation and his position as a leader by taking this bold step 

of entering a Gentile home and speaking to them about God. 

 

 



Read vs. 23-48 

 

10. Of what nationality were the men who went with Peter? (vs. 23 & 45)  

 

It was very important that the Jews see this firsthand! This shows their respect for Peter.  

They trusted what he was saying about the vision and what it meant.  They were willing to 

stand by him even though they understood what it could mean. 

 

11. What was Peter's response to Cornelius' adoration? (vs. 25 & 26)  

 

 Cornelius was in awe of a man who was involved with angels.  He had been waiting for his 

arrival with great anticipation.  He sensed what an important event this was going to be.  

He was so confident of Peter’s arrival that he had invited his friends and neighbors to come 

for the occasion.  God had prepared their hearts and they were ready to hear and receive 

the message. 

 

12. What did Cornelius and his friends and relatives want to hear from Peter?  (vs. 33 & 11:14) 

  

What important message did Peter have for them?  The Gospel!  Christ died, rose again 

and was offering them eternal life.  He was aware that they had heard about Jesus.  He tells 

them that he and the others witnessed everything that happened and he confirms that it is 

all true. 

 

Peter didn’t have to convince them to believe.  God had so prepared and softened their 

hearts that they believed almost before he had finished speaking the words.  The Holy Spirit 

entered their hearts because they believed. 

 

Read vs. 34-48 

 

13. What was the main theme of Peter's short sermon? (Vs. 36-43)  

 

 Peter gladly shares the gospel message.  It is the same message that he had been sharing 

with the Jewish nation.  All people are saved in the same way….by faith….by believing in 

Christ and receiving forgiveness of sins.  All people receive the same Holy Spirit when they 

believe.  We are one in Christ. 

 

14. How did the Jews know that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit?  (vs. 45 & 46) 

  

Look ahead to chapter 11:17.  They clearly understood the lesson.  They recognized that 

God was authenticating this whole experience and the fact that He was indeed accepting 

Gentiles into His kingdom.  No doubt they spoke in known languages, too, just like the Jews 

did at Pentecost.  God’s lesson worked……they understood. 

 

15.  Peter asks his companions a question in verse 47.   Do you think he expected anyone to   

object?  Why not 

 



 The believers were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  They have been joined to the 

church, the body of Christ.  Jews and Gentiles are brothers in Christ.  God’s wonderful 

plan is unfolding.  His church is to consist of believers from every nation.  One Lord, one 

faith,  one baptism.  Hallelujah! 

 

  

 


